
GIDEON: YOU’RE ARMY’S TOO BIG! 
Wednesday, July 7 

Reading: Judges 7:1-14 
 

Judges 7:7  The LORD said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped I will save you and give  

the Midianites into your hands. Let all the others go home.” 
 

There is a difference between doubt and unbelief. Unbelief rejects God’s truth and refuses to 
follow God’s ways. A person who has honest doubt, however, wants to believe but is struggling 

to understand God and His Word. Gideon is in this second category. Despite his weaknesses and 
questions, he still obeyed God. He gathered an army of 32,000 Israelites. But he is in for a 

surprise. 
 
Gideon must have wondered how even an army of this size could defeat the Midianites and their 

allies who were “thick as locusts” and like “the sand on the seashore” (7:12). But God informs 
him that his army is too big! It would be too easy for the people to claim they had won the 

victory and not give the proper credit to God. So Gideon tells anyone who is afraid to go home. 
And to Gideon’s dismay 22,000 men leave! 
 

With only 10,000 left, God says there are still too many men. God told Gideon to watch the men 
as they drank from the river. Many knelt down and put their faces in the water to drink. Some 

cupped the water in their hands and lapped it like a dog from his bowl. The Bible does not tell us 
what was significant about this method of choosing. Perhaps it was just an arbitrary means to 
reduce Gideon’s army. In any case, when all was said and done Gideon had 300 men left for the 

battle. God had reduced Gideon’s army by almost 99% from where it started. 
 

After such a drastic reduction in manpower, Gideon must have been even more fearful than 
before. But this time he does not ask God for sign; God volunteers to give Gideon a sign of 
encouragement. The Lord told Gideon to sneak down to the outskirts of the enemy camp where 

he overheard the dream of one of Midian’s soldiers. This dream was interpreted by the man’s 
friend as “the sword of Gideon…God has given the Midianites and the camp into his hands” 

(7:13-14). 
 
Victory in the coming battle did not depend on Gideon’s skill as a leader or the number of 

soldiers in his army. It was God who would win the battle and get the glory. The Apostle Paul 
learned this when he prayed three times for God to take away the “thorn in my flesh” that 

tormented him. Jesus replied, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My power is made perfect in 
weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:7-9a). God can use us best when we acknowledge that we can’t do 
it ourselves. His power shines brightest in our weakness. We need to respond the way Paul did… 
 

“Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. That 

is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For 

when I am weak, then I am strong.” (1 Corinthians 12:9b-10) 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 70-73; 1 Corinthians 5 


