
DEVOTIONS FOR ROMANS 14 – 1 CORINTHIANS 2 
 
 
 

THE CRUX IS THE CROSS 

Friday, July 7 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 2 
 

1 Corinthians 2:1  And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. When I came to you, I did not come  

with eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you the testimony about God. 2  For I resolved to 

know nothing while I was with you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3  I came to you in weakness 

with great fear and trembling. 4  My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive  

words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5  so that your faith might not rest on human 

wisdom, but on God’s power. 

 

When you flip through your TV and radio dials you will run across many “preachers” trying to 

get your attention (and many times – your money!).  Some of them preach the true message of 

the gospel.  Many of them do not!  The popular thing today is to preach a “feel good” gospel.  

That is how you draw large crowds.  Don’t convict them of their sins!  Don’t talk to them about 

the cross!  Just tell them that God wants them to be happy, healthy, and wealthy!  They preach a 

message of “positive thinking” using flowery words to attract people.  I heard one televangelist 

actually say on a news program that he does not preach about sin because that turns people off! 

 

Paul stands in direct opposition to this trend.  The Greek society Paul was writing to loved 

eloquent speakers.  The more their words tickled the ears of the audience the better.  However, 

Paul came with the simple message of “Christ crucified.”  He did not try to make the message 

appealing to the world.  He did not want to persuade people through personal charisma or 

people-pleasing words.  He wanted their faith to come from God alone and not by his twisting 

their minds through worldly wisdom.  He understood that human words fail!  They are corrupted 

by sin!  Paul simply preached Christ and the cross.  God did the rest! 

 

Quite a few years ago there was a movement to take all the songs about the blood of Christ out of 

the hymnbook.  Too many “churches” today avoid talking about the cross.  When they do this, 

they are ignoring the only power that can save people from sin.  This group rationalized that 

talking about blood and death turned people off!  They were trying to make the gospel more 

appealing to the masses. 
 

We do the gospel a disservice when we try to make it appealing to the world.  The cross is not a 

pretty picture.  It is a graphic reminder of the awfulness of sin.  It is also a graphic reminder of 

the love of God as He took the punishment that should have been ours.  So boldly proclaim the 

cross!  It is the heart of our faith!  It is the only hope for the world! 

 

 


