
DANGERS OF FORGETTING 

Friday, July 6 

Reading: Psalm 106:1-23 
 

Psalm 106:21  They forgot the God who saved them, who had done great things in Egypt 

 
Victor Borge told a story about a couple going on vacation. As they stood in the line waiting to 

check their bags at the airline counter, the husband turned to his wife and said, “I wish we had 

brought the piano.” The wife replied, “Why? We have sixteen bags already!” To which the 

husband said, “Yes, I know - but the tickets are on the piano!” 
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We can chuckle at stories like this because we are all prone to forgetfulness. Whether it is trying 

to recall someone’s name or racking your brain to remember where you put the keys, we all have 

those moments. But there is another dangerous kind of forgetting – intentional forgetting. That is 

the type talked about in Psalm 106. 

 

While Psalm 105 focused on the positive aspects of God’s deliverance of the Israelites, Psalm 

106 turns to the rebellious attitudes they exhibited despite God’s gracious redemption. God’s 

work on their behalf should have brought thanksgiving and joy (106:1-5) but instead the people 

“soon forgot the God who saved them” (106:21). 

 

After the ten plagues that freed them from slavery the people lost faith and rebelled when trapped 

between the Red Sea and Pharaoh’s army. Yet God still saved them. After walking through the 

waters on dry ground and destroying the enemy army, they “believed His promises and sang His 

praises” (106:8-12). 

 

But it didn’t last long! Just a few days into the wilderness and they were complaining. God 

provided for their needs but it was never good enough. There was always a discontentment – a 

“leanness in their souls” (literal translation of “wasting disease” - NIV). They were always 

complaining about God’s chosen leaders and even “exchanged their glorious God for an image 

of a bull which eats grass” (106:13-23).  

 

When the psalmist speaks about forgetting he is not talking about having a bad memory. It is a 

conscious, willful, deliberate turning from God. Willfully forgetting God always brings God’s 

judgment. And yet how often do we forget God. Like the Israelites, we can take God’s blessings 

for granted (106:7) and crave to have things done our way (106:13-15). Do we ever complain 

without cause about the leaders God has given us (106:16) or make something else a greater 

priority than God in our lives (106:19-20)?  

 

“Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; His love endures forever” (106:1). It is fitting that 

Psalm 106 begins with these words. Through all the rebellion and complaining God continued to 

provide. While He did punish, He kept His promises. Though we may forget God, He never 

forgets us. The old children’s hymn says it well: 
 

Though I forget Him and wander away / Still He doth love me wherever I stray 

Back to His dear loving arms would I flee / When I remember that Jesus loves me 
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1
  http://www.sermonillustrations.com/a-z/f/forget.htm 

2
  Philip P. Bliss. “Jesus Loves Even Me” 

 
THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Ezra 7-8; 1 Corinthians 2 


