
PROVERBS 25-29: WORK ETHIC 

Wednesday, July 6 

Reading: Proverbs 27:18; 23-27 
 

Proverbs 27:23  Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds; 24  for riches  

do not endure forever, and a crown is not secure for all generations. 
 

Artist Vincent Van Gogh said, “I put my heart into my work, and have lost my mind in the process.” Someone 

else once said, “Hard work spotlights the character of people: some turn up their sleeves, some turn up their 

noses, and some don’t turn up at all.”
1
 Contrary to what many believe, work was not part of God’s curse in 

Genesis 3. Before they sinned Adam and Eve were given the work of caring for the garden where God put them. 

While sin has warped God’s original design, He still calls for us to have a strong work ethic. Solomon uses two 

illustrations to support this point.  

 

First, he pictures a gardener (27:18). Fig trees were a common staple in Israel’s diet and took a lot of work in 

order for them to produce fruit. It took meticulous tending for several years to get the best production. The 

promise is that the gardener will be rewarded for his careful attention to the fig tree by the one who owns it. On 

the human level, hard work is usually rewarded. Those who do their work well are promoted and get raises 

more than those who do not. The Bible tells us that all we have comes from God and we are His servants 

responsible to use what He has given us for His glory. We enjoy the fruits of our labors when our goal is to 

please Him. 

 

The second illustration is an extended poem about shepherding (27:23-27). Good shepherds lead their flocks to 

food so they will be healthy and provide the needs of their own family and household. They realize that riches 

do not last – even kings are not assured of their reign. Taking care of what you have and working for the future 

is a wise investment. The mention of hay’s “new growth” implies a shepherd’s knowledge that God is the One 

who ultimately provides. Our trust must be in Him and not our own resources.  
 

“The whole earth is filled with awe at Your wonders…You care for the land and water it; You enrich it abundantly. The streams of 

God are filled with water to provide the people with grain, for so You have ordained it…The meadows are covered with flocks and 

the valleys are mantled with grain; they shout for joy and sing” (Psalm 65:8-13) 
 

This poem goes beyond simply the idea of caring for sheep. The Lord Himself is often referred to as a Shepherd 

(Psalm 23:1; John 10:11-15; 1 Peter 2:25; et. al.) Often leaders are referred to as shepherds as well (2 Samuel 

5:2; Acts 20:28; 1 Peter 5:1-4). Just as the Lord leads, guides, and provides for His people so leaders are to 

“know… [and] give careful attention” to the people God has placed under their care. This principle also applies 

to any relationship we have with another. We must be diligent in the place God has placed us and the Lord 

Himself will reward us. 
 

Hebrews 6:10  God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and the love you have shown Him as you have helped His people 

and continue to help them. 
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  https://www.brainyquote.com/topics/work-quotes 

 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 10 


