
MICAH: HOPE IN DESPERATE TIMES 

Monday, July 6 

Reading: Micah 1, 7 
 

Micah 1:1  The word of the LORD that came to Micah of Moresheth during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz  

and Hezekiah, kings of Judah—the vision he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem. 2  Hear, you peoples,  

all of you, listen, earth and all who live in it, that the Sovereign LORD may bear witness against you, the  

Lord from his holy temple. 
 

Micah lived in turbulent times. Assyria was becoming the dominant power of the day and was 

threatening both kingdoms. Though it was a prosperous time for the kingdom of Judah, 

spiritually it was in turmoil. Jotham had been a godly king and Hezekiah would be one of the 

best kings in Jerusalem’s history. But Ahaz was one of the most wicked kings in Judah’s history. 

 

AUTHOR: Little is known of the prophet Micah personally. He was from the town of Moresheth 

in the foothills of Judea about 25 miles from Jerusalem. His ministry spanned some 40 to 50 

years during the reigns of three kings of Judah. He was a contemporary with the prophet Isaiah. 

But while Isaiah speaks mainly to the kings and aristocrats of his day, Micah speaks to the 

common people. His primary message is the coming judgment on the northern kingdom of 

Samaria and the southern kingdom of Judah and the promise of a glorious future when Messiah 

reigns. The prophet opens each of his three messages with a call to hear and pay attention.  

 

OUTLINE OF MICAH 

(1)  Judgment Will Come      Micah 1-2 

(2)  Blessings Will Follow     Micah 3-5 

(3)  Sin Will be Dealt With    Micah 6-7 

 

Though Micah mentions God’s judgment on the northern kingdom of Israel, his main message 

was for the people of Judah and Jerusalem. He clearly showed how they had broken their 

covenant with God made at Mount Sinai and were therefore guilty and deserving of God’s 

discipline (see Deuteronomy 28 for more details). But within each message of judgment he also 

has encouragement for the remnant of faithful Jews who had stayed true to God. He proclaimed 

that one day God would restore His people. Woven throughout is a picture of the coming 

Messiah. He announced His birthplace, His eternal nature (5:2) and His reign (4:1-7). He will be 

their Warrior King (2:13; 4:1-3). He will “shepherd His flock” (2:12; 5:4; 7:14) and be peace for 

His people (5:5). 

 

When things look bleak do you look up to the Lord for encouragement? The One who was peace 

for Israel makes the same promise for us today. 
 

Ephesians 2:13  But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of 

Christ. 14  For he himself is our peace… 

 

READ THE NT: 2 Corinthians 1 


