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BEING A WISE GUY 
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Reading: 1 Corinthians 1 
 

1 Corinthians 1:18  For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 

 us who are being saved it is the power of God…20  Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher  

of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  

21  For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased 

through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22  Jews demand signs and 

Greeks look for wisdom, 23  but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness  

to Gentiles, 24  but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and 

the wisdom of God. 25  For the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of  

God is stronger than human strength. 

 
The great evangelist D.L. Moody was holding a crusade and got a note before he began 

preaching. All that was on the note was the word "Fool". He stepped up to the front and said, 

"This is interesting. I usually get letters from people without a name on it. Tonight somebody has 

given me a piece of paper with their name on it but no letter.” 
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No one likes to look foolish.  In 1 Corinthians 1 however, the apostle Paul warns us that the 

gospel will seem like foolishness to the world.  The world’s wisdom cannot comprehend how a 

poor Jewish Carpenter crucified as a common criminal in a backwater province of the mighty 

Roman Empire hundreds of years ago can possibly make any impact on lives today!  Yet Paul 

tells us that God’s wisdom is far beyond what human philosophy can understand.  Christ is the 

power of God and the wisdom of God!  Worldly philosophy and wisdom pales before the 

wisdom of our God.  People spend a lifetime studying human wisdom and philosophies but never 

find God (1:21).  

 

One of the many problems in the Corinthian church was an attitude of superiority.  They thought 

they were better than everyone else and wanted everyone else to know it!  Paul reminds them 

that God has deliberately chosen things and people considered foolish, weak, and despised by the 

world to accomplish His purposes (1:26-31).  There is no place for selfish pride because “it is 

because of HIM that you are in Christ Jesus.”  As one preacher put it, “We are but poor beggars 

telling others where to find bread.” 

 

When we share the gospel, many unbelieving people will consider us fools. But as D.L. Moody 

humorously stated, the real fool is not the one who preaches the gospel, but the one who rejects 

it’s saving power.  
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