
HISTORY OF REDEMPTION Part 2 

Thursday, July 5 

Reading: Psalms 105:23-45 
 

Psalm 105:26  He sent Moses his servant, and Aaron, whom he had chosen. 27  They performed  

his signs among them, his wonders in the land of Ham. 

 

This week you may have had picnics and watched fireworks to celebrate the independence 

America won from England almost 240 years ago. On July 4, 1776 the Continental Congress 

officially adopted the Declaration of Independence (though the vote to declare independence had 

occurred two days earlier on July 2
nd

). Ever since, July 4
th

 has been celebrated as the birth of 

American independence. 

 

The last half of Psalm 105 describes Israel’s “Independence Day” – the day God delivered them 

from slavery in Egypt. God had brought them to Egypt 400 years earlier to get them away from 

Canaanite influences and grow them into a great nation. But their peaceful existence soon turned 

into bitter slavery (105:23-25). 

 

So God chose Moses to stand against Pharaoh and through God’s power free His people from 

slavery. Psalm 105:26-36 records the plagues that God sent to show His power and prove the 

God’s of Egypt were nothing. It is interesting that the psalm sandwiches all the other plagues 

between the ninth plague (darkness) and the tenth plague (death of the firstborn). By beginning 

with the plague of darkness, he may want us to remember that all sin and rebellion brings 

darkness. Without the light of God, we are all lost and miserable, groping in the dark. 

 

The plagues shattered the powerful nation and “Egypt was glad when they left” to the point of 

giving the Israelites whatever plunder they asked for, back payment for 400 years of slavery 

(105:37-38). 

 

The psalm concludes with a short description of Israel’s journey in the wilderness and conquest 

of the Promised Land (105:39-45). He guided them with the pillar of cloud and fire and provided 

for their needs with quail, manna, and water from the rock. He drove out the Canaanite nations 

before them and gave them fields of crops they did not plant and homes that they did not build. 

 

And why did God do all this? As we shall see in the next chapter the Israelites were no saints! 

They rejected and deserted the Lord time after time. But just as this history of redemption began 

with God’s covenant with Abraham (105:8-9) so now it returns to “His holy promise given to 

His servant Abraham” (105:42, 45). God expected His people to “keep His precepts and observe 

His laws” but even when they failed He would not break His promise. God’s covenant with 

Abraham did not depend on human means but on the faithfulness of God. 

 

God’s history of redemption weaves through the Bible and culminates with Jesus Christ. But like 

God’s covenant with Abraham, salvation does not depend on human effort or good works. It is 

based solely in the faithfulness and sacrifice of Christ. Our “Independence Day” was won at the 

cross where Jesus died in our place. What a reason to celebrate! 
 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: Ezra 4-6; 1 Corinthians 1 

 

 


