
PROVERBS 25-29: IRON SHARPENS IRON pt 2 

Tuesday, July 5 

Reading: Proverbs 27:11-17 
 

Proverbs 27:17  As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another. 
 

As we continue to look at how our relationships can either help or hurt us, these next proverbs deal with 

relationships in the neighborhood and the home. 

 

At first reading, Proverbs 27:14 sounds like a simple warning to be courteous and not be loud early in the 

morning. I have had a few neighbors in the past that could have used this warning. Even a good thing like a 

blessing can be bad if done at the wrong time and in the wrong way. While this is true, I believe this proverb 

goes deeper than that. Loudly blessing early in the morning may imply that this person is trying to get attention 

or has ulterior motives. It smacks of insincerity and flattery on the person’s part. “In other words, look out for 

the man who professes friendship too loudly and offers too many compliments. Such ostentation is offensive, 

shallow, and suspect. The man who takes overblown compliments at face value is foolish.”
1
 So this is a warning 

to be considerate of others in our words and actions. But it also warns us about the danger of always taking 

praise at face value. It may be a clever ploy for some selfish means. Our prayer should always be “may these 

words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart be pleasing in Your sight, Lord, my Rock and my 

Redeemer” (Psalm 19:14). 

 

“The quarrelsome wife” (27:15-16) has popped up several times in Proverbs. It has stated that it is better to 

“live on a corner of the roof” (21:9; 25:24) or “in the desert” (21:19) than to live with her. Here (as in 19:13) 

she is compared to the constant “dripping of a leaky roof.” While Solomon is giving this wisdom to his son, I 

am sure that Solomon’s wives are giving similar wisdom to their daughters. Fighting in the home is never a 

good thing. Just as a dripping roof can drive you crazy, so a home filled with arguments is unlivable. To 

“restrain” a nagging and complaining spouse is as impossible as trying to shut in the wind or grasp oil in your 

hand. The arguments rarely stay confined to the home but get broadcast to the neighbors and workplace.  

 

There are bound to be disagreements and issues in any marriage. But how a husband and wife respond to these 

will determine whether it will sharpen and strengthen their bond or shatter it! The New Testament says a lot 

about the relationship of husbands and wives (see Ephesians 5:18-33; Colossians 3:18-19; 1 Peter 3:1-12). 

Before giving his instructions to wives and husbands in Ephesians, the Apostle Paul gives us the framework 

upon which marriage and our whole lives must be based. We must “follow God’s example…and walk in the 

way of love” (5:1-2), live morally pure lives and strive for “goodness, righteousness, truth” as we seek to 

“please the Lord” (5:3-14). We must work to discover and apply God’s will to our lives and relationships (5:15-

17) and be filled and controlled by the Holy Spirit (5:18-20). Finally, we must “submit to one another out of 

reverence for Christ” (5:21). 
 

“When Christian husbands and wives walk in the power of the Spirit, yield to His Word and His control, and are mutually 

submissive, they are brought much happiness, their children are brought much blessing, and God is brought much honor.”
2 
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READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 9 


