
NAHUM: THE CHARACTER OF GOD 

Sunday, July 5 

Reading: Nahum 1 
 

Nahum 1:7  The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him,  
8  but with an overwhelming flood he will make an end of Nineveh; he will pursue his foes into the  
realm of darkness. 
 

The coming judgment on Nineveh would bring great comfort and hope for God’s people who 

were currently suffering under that wicked nations oppression. Amidst the prophecies of 

Nineveh’s downfall, Nahum tells us much about the character of God. 

 

A GOD OF PASSION: We usually think of jealousy and wrath in a negative light (1:2). That is 

because these attitudes usually come from our sin-warped human nature. But God’s jealousy 

stems from His love for His people. He desires that they worship Him alone. God is jealous for 

the devotion and welfare of His people so that He can be honored and glorified in their lives. 

Likewise, God’s anger is not like our human anger. We get angry when we don’t get our own 

way or when some hurts us. It comes from a selfish, sinful place. In contrast, God’s anger flows 

from his holiness and justice. God’s judgment never stems from prejudice or malice. It is always 

righteous and is never too much or too little. God always brings justice on those who reject Him 

and mistreat His people. God passionately cares about His people. 

 

A GOD OF PATIENCE: God had been patient with Nineveh (1:3). He had spared them when 

they repented at the preaching of Jonah. And when they turned their backs on Him, He waited 

almost 150 years before bringing destruction on them. God’s patience allows people time to 

repent. But God’s justice demands that the price of sin be paid. But for those who trust in Christ, 

that price (eternal death) was paid at the cross of Calvary.  

 

A GOD OF POWER: Nahum 1:3-6 gives an awesome picture of God’s greatness and majesty. 

God would remove the Assyrian oppressor like a great storm that sweeps everything before it! 

When we consider God’s great power we should appreciate even more what Jesus took for us on 

the cross. God poured out all the wrath and judgment that should have been mine upon the 

sinless Son of God. 

 

A GOD WHO PROVIDES: After the frightening description of God’s power, Nahum assures us 

that “God is good” (1:7-8). We need a refuge because we are under attack. God’s care is also 

shown in his defending His people from their enemies. God had used the Assyrians to discipline 

His people but now He would “break their yoke from your neck” (1:12-13). Nahum pictures a 

messenger coming over the mountains to deliver the good news of Nineveh’s fall. God’s people 

could now celebrate and worship God in peace (1:15) because God is in control. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

The book of Nahum teaches us that the final word of history will come from God, not Assyria or 

Babylon or Rome – or any other human power. It also reminds us that God is looking for those 

who, like Nahum, will bring God’s word to encourage God’s people and sound an alarm of 

judgment to those who are enemies of God and His people. We are to be people of beautiful feet 

boldly declaring the salvation of our God (see Isaiah 52:7; Romans 10:13-15). 
 


