
GIDEON: GOD CAN’T USE ME! 
Monday, July 5 

Reading: Judges 6:1-24 
 

Judges 6:14  The LORD turned to him and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s 
hand. Am I not sending you?” 15  “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan 
is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” 16  The LORD answered, “I will be with you, 
and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive.” 

 

Do you ever feel inadequate to do anything for the Lord? Do you ever think “God can’t use me! 
I’m a nobody!” This is the attitude when we first meet our next judge, Gideon. The Israelites had 

once again abandoned God for idols. This time it was the Midianites that God uses to discipline 
His people. They stole or destroyed Israel’s crops and livestock until the people finally “cried out 
to the Lord for help (6:1-6). 

 
First God sent a prophet to remind the Israelites what God had done for them and how they had 

strayed from the God who loved and provided for them (6:7-10). Then the angel of the Lord calls 
Gideon to deliver the people. This is once again a pre-incarnate appearance of the Son of God. 
(Notice in 6:14 he is called “the LORD” = Yahweh). 

 
The angel of the Lord calls him a “mighty warrior” but Gideon does not see himself that way. He 

is hiding in a winepress to thresh his wheat from fear of the Midianites (6:11-12). He questions 
God’s care for them in the midst of all their suffering (6:13). He focuses on his weaknesses. He 
is an insignificant son from an unimportant family (6:15). He demands proof that this message 

from God is true (6:17-19).  
 

Many of us can relate to Gideon. We don’t feel ready or worthy to serve the Lord. We have 
questions and doubts about ourselves and even about God. But look how God encourages this 
fearful, reluctant leader. 

 
First, God does not view us as we are at the moment but in what we can become if we let God 

work in and through us. Gideon was hiding and full of doubts. But God called him a “mighty 
warrior” and promised him victory (6:12, 14). 
 

Second, God promised to be with him. God’s strength more than makes up for our weaknesses! 
God even graciously gave Gideon the proof he asked for by setting fire to the food offering he 

brought and the angel of the Lord disappearing (6:12, 16-21). When Gideon fears that he will die 
because he has seen the angel of the Lord face to face, God reassures him and gives him 
‘shalom’ – peace (6:22-24). 

 
“Go in the strength you have and save Israel,” the angel of the Lord said. When Gideon replied 

that he had no strength or status to save Israel, God answered with “I will be with you.” God 
does not expect us to do His work in our own strength. It is only through relying on God’s power 
that we can succeed. Are you trusting in God’s power to live and serve Him or are you focusing 

on your own weaknesses? God delights to use those who are weak in themselves so that His 
glory may be revealed (1 Corinthians 1:26-29). 
 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 63-66; 1 Corinthians 3 


