
2 TIMOTHY: LEGACY OF FAITH 

Friday, July 5 

Reading: 2 Timothy 1:1-7 
 

2 Timothy 1:6  For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying  

on of my hands. 7  For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline. 
 

2 Timothy is the Apostle Paul’s final letter. He writes it from a Roman dungeon from which he knows 

his only way out is through the headman’s axe. Timothy was Paul’s spiritual son in the faith. They met 

during Paul’s 2
nd

 missionary journey and the apostle was so impressed by the young man that he took 

Timothy along on the trip (Acts 16). From that point on, Timothy became one of Paul’s closest and 

dearest companions. 

 

You can hear the joy and sadness in the apostle’s voice as he rejoices over Timothy’s “sincere faith” and 

recalls their tearful parting. Seeing Timothy again would bring joy to the aged apostle’s heart. Paul 

never stopped praying for Timothy. 

 

Paul now encourages Timothy to “fan into flame” the gifts God had given him. Perhaps because of 

persecution and the arrest of Paul Timothy had begun to back away from the ministry. Paul encourages 

him to stir those embers back into a flame for God. The Holy Spirit would give him the power, love, and 

self-discipline to continue the Lord’s work even after the apostle was gone. 

 

LESSON ONE: “I Thank God Whom I Serve.” After being arrested and thrown into a dark, dank 

dungeon, you might think Paul’s days of service were over. But Paul did not see it that way. He was still 

serving God. Part of that service was praying for Timothy and for others. But I can’t help but see Paul 

sharing his faith with his fellow prisoners, the Roman guards, and anyone who would listen. Just 

because his life was coming to an end did not stop Paul from serving God. The words he had written for 

Timothy applied to himself as well. The Spirit gave Paul the power, love, and self-discipline to serve no 

matter the circumstances. Do difficult times drive you to serve God more or less? Do you see the 

circumstances around you as an opportunity to serve God or an obstacle? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Your Grandmother Lois and Your Mother Eunice.” Timothy grew up in a mixed 

marriage home. His mother was Jewish and his father was Greek. We are not told whether his father 

believed in God or not, but his mother and grandmother were devote women of faith. They taught the 

Old Testament Scriptures to Timothy (2 Tim. 3:14-15). They probably heard the gospel during Paul’s 

first missionary journey and realized that Christ was the Messiah the Scriptures had promised and put 

their faith in Him. Though Timothy would learn much about ministry and life from the great apostle, 

Paul affirms the roots of Timothy’s faith came from the family heritage passed down from his mother 

and grandmother. What spiritual legacy will you pass on to your children? When they look back at what 

you taught them through your words and your life will they be drawn closer to Christ? Let us be diligent 

to pass on a family legacy of faith.  
  

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalms 57-60; 1 Corinthians 2 


