
PROVERBS 25-29: IRON SHARPENS IRON pt 1 

Monday, July 4 

Reading: Proverbs 27:11-17 
 

Proverbs 27:17  As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another. 
 

“As iron sharpens iron.” This proverb can be taken in both positive and negative ways. When a stronger iron 

blade is rubbed against a weaker one the friction sharpens and strengthens it. It also causes sparks and 

eventually fire from the reaction. Likewise conflict in relationships can have both positive benefits and negative 

results. We can strengthen each other when we approach it with the right attitude. Or we can do harm if we have 

the wrong attitude when the sparks fly. The proverbs surrounding this verse give us examples of both. These 

proverbs are framed by fatherly concern for a son, but the principles apply to any relationship. 

 

TAKING SOUND INSTRUCTION (27:11) – Whether it is sound fatherly advice or that of a mentor, a 

father/teacher will be publically disgraced or honored by the way his child/student lives. The opposite is also 

true. “A foolish son brings grief to his father and bitterness to the mother who bore him” (Proverbs 17:25). Our 

lives can be strengthened or weakened by the way we apply the wisdom we have been taught. This is also true 

in our spiritual lives. The Apostle John stated, “I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking 

in the truth” (1 John 1:4). The Apostle Paul wrote of his spiritual children, “For what is our hope, our joy, or the 

crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when He comes? Is it not you? Indeed, you are 

our glory and joy” (1 Thessalonians 2:19-20). Can those who taught you God’s wisdom have joyful hearts by 

the way you put it into practice? 

 

AVOIDING DANGER (27:12) – Prudent people have been trained to live by God’s wisdom and thus can avoid 

many of the pitfalls of life. They plan for the future and thus have a safe place to go (“refuge”). Simple people 

do not plan ahead or even look where they are going and suffer for it. This proverb is a repeat of Proverbs 22:3. 

There it is followed by the warning “in the paths of the wicked are snares and pitfalls, but those who would 

preserve their life stay far from them” (22:5). How has God’s wisdom helped you avoid the traps of the world? 

Do you have friendships that help you or do they lead you down the wrong path? 

 

DEALING WITH MONEY (27:13) – This is another repeat proverb from 20:16. It does not mean that we 

should not help others financially but that we should be careful. Money has ruined more relationships than 

anything else. “If a friend acts foolishly in his finances, be very slow to become his guarantor. The wise son or 

friend asks for collateral.”
1
 While we are to be generous people, we are also to be good stewards of what God 

has given us. If we continue to support a friend’s bad financial decisions we are hurting them more than helping 

them. 

 

Our strongest relationship must be with the Lord. We should be taught by His Word (2 Timothy 3:16), find rest 

in God our refuge (Psalm 46), and “keep [our] lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you 

have, because God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you” (Hebrews 13:5). 
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READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 8 


