
NAHUM: DOOM FOR NINEVEH 

Saturday, July 4 

Reading: Nahum 1-3 
 

Nahum 2:13  “I am against you,” declares the LORD Almighty. “I will burn up your chariots in smoke, 

and the sword will devour your young lions. I will leave you no prey on the earth. The voices of your 

messengers will no longer be heard.”  3:1  Woe to the city of blood, full of lies, full of plunder, never 

without victims!  
 

The little book of Nahum concludes the story of Nineveh. Jonah had preached to Nineveh around 

760 BC. But their repentance was short lived. By the next generation they were back to their evil 

ways. The Assyrians conquered the northern kingdom of Israel in 722 BC and tried to do the 

same to Judah in 701 BC. However this invasion was thwarted by the prayers of godly King 

Hezekiah and the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 36-37). The final destruction of Nineveh would occur in 

612 BC at the hands of Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonian army. Nahum prophesied about this 

destruction about 40 to 50 years before it occurred (c. 664-654 BC). 

 

AUTHOR: We know very little about the prophet Nahum. He is not mentioned anywhere else in 

Scripture. His hometown of Elkosh has not been identified by archaeologists. He delivered his 

message to the people of Judah during the height of Assyria’s power in the Middle East. The 

name ‘Nahum’ means comfort. And that is exactly what his message would bring to God’s 

people – comfort in the middle of fear from the Assyrian threat. 

 

OUTLINE OF NAHUM: 

 (1)  God’s Anger Against Nineveh  Nahum 1 

 (2)  God’s Army Attacks Nineveh  Nahum 2 

 (3)  God’s Annihilation of Nineveh  Nahum 3 

 

Nineveh was the capital of the Assyrian Empire. Nahum’s prediction of this wicked city’s doom 

stands for the destruction of the whole empire. This book reminds us that though God is “slow to 

anger” He will not let the wicked go unpunished. God’s attitude toward the wicked nations of the 

world is one of justice. He will “not leave the guilty unpunished” (1:3). The nations may plot 

against God and His people but God will finally bring them to an end (1:9-13). 

 

Twice in this little book God declares “I am against you!” (2:13; 3:5). The destruction of 

Nineveh was deserved. They had ultimately wasted their chance when they turned from the 

repentance they embraced through the preaching of Jonah. Now their doom was sure. God used 

the Babylonians to bring judgment on Nineveh and Assyria. 

 

But as God stands against His enemies, the New Testament gives a different promise for 

believers.  
 

Romans 8:31  What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32  

He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously 

give us all things? 

 

 

GOD IS FOR US!  
 


