
DEBORAH: SONG OF VICTORY 

Sunday, July 4 

Reading: Judges 5 
 

Judges 5:3  “Hear this, you kings! Listen, you rulers! I, even I, will sing to the LORD; I will praise the LORD, 
the God of Israel, in song.  

 

Singing has always been in important part of Israel’s worship. The book of Psalms is a collection 

of songs the people sang in worship. Here we have a song sung by Deborah and Barak 

celebrating God’s victory over Sisera and his army. It retells the story in poetic form. 

 

BEFORE THE BATTLE (5:2-11) – Several things are important to notice in this opening 

refrain. (1) The conditions in Israel under Canaanite rule were not good (5:6-8). It was not safe to 

travel the roads and normal life in the villages had ceased. Where the NIV reads “God chose new 

leaders”, the Hebrew actually says “they chose new gods (5:8). This is a reference to the people 

of Israel abandoning the Lord and worshipping idols. God sent war to the land because of their 

sin and they were defenseless against it until Deborah came as judge. Her concern and ability to 

make wise judgments for the people made her like “a mother in Israel.” (2) Deborah praises the 

Lord for the willingness of the leaders and the people to serve the Lord in battle (5:2, 9). They 

were outnumbered and “outgunned” but they trusted in the Lord by the word of Deborah.  

(3) Deborah reminds them of God’s power (5:3-5; 10-11). She reminds them of the awesome 

power of God that their ancestors saw at Mount Sinai and that how the earth shook and quaked at 

His presence. As He had delivered them in the past, God could do it again! 

 

DURING THE BATTLE (5:12-22) – Deborah lists the tribes who came to fight against Sisera on 

that day in the Valley of Meggido. She also names the tribes who stayed home and did not risk 

their lives in this fight. The previous chapter only mentions that “the Lord routed Sisera and all 

his chariots and army” (4:15) but does not tell us exactly how. Deborah’s song tells us that God 

sent a powerful thunderstorm that made the Kishon River overflow and sweep away the enemy 

chariots. Seeing this gave the Israelite army courage and they pursued and conquered the fleeing 

Canaanites (5:4, 20-22). 

 

AFTER THE BATTLE (5:23-31) – Most of the tribes who did not come to fight were some 

distance from the oppressed area. But the city of Meroz was in the heart of the region controlled 

by the Canaanite forces and yet they did not come to help. That is why they receive a special 

curse (5:23). However, Jael is blessed because, though she was not an Israelite, she sided with 

God’s people and killed the wicked general Sisera. Her deed is told in “slow-motion” as she 

takes the tent peg and drives it through his skull (5:24-27). The song ends with the pitiful scene 

of Sisera’s mother looking out her window waiting for her son to return home wondering why it 

is taking so long (5:28-31). 

 

The key to this song of victory is that though people are praised for their part – God gets the 

credit! Do you have any songs that remind you of the power and presence of God in your life? 

Search through a hymnbook and read some of the lyrics. Let them remind you of Who God is 

and then sing praises to His name. 
 


