
MY COUNTRY TIS OF THEE 

Sunday, July 3 
 

 

[1] My country, 'tis of thee 

Sweet land of liberty 

Of thee I sing 

Land where my fathers died 

Land of the pilgrims' pride 

From ev'ry mountainside 

Let freedom ring! 

 

[2] My native country, thee 

Land of the noble free 

Thy name I love 

I love thy rocks and rills 

Thy woods and templed hills 

My heart with rapture thrills 

Like that above 
 

 

 

 

[3] Let music swell the breeze 

And ring from all the trees 

Sweet freedom's song 

Let mortal tongues awake 

Let all that breathe partake 

Let rocks their silence break 

The sound prolong 

 

[4] Our fathers' God to Thee 

Author of liberty 

To Thee we sing 

Long may our land be bright 

With freedom's holy light 

Protect us by Thy might 

Great God our King 

 

 

In 1931, ‘The Star Spangled Banner’ was officially adopted as the United States’ National Anthem. Until that date several 

songs served as the unofficial anthem including ‘My Country Tis of Thee.’ Its original title was simply ‘America’ and it 

was written in 1831 by a 24-year old Baptist seminary student.  
 

Samuel Francis Smith (1808-1895) was studying at Andover Theological Seminary in Massachusetts and was assisting 

one of the great music educators of the day, Lowell Mason. It was when Mr. Mason asked his student to translate several 

German songbooks that this patriotic hymn was born. Samuel Smith came across a Lutheran hymn called ‘God Bless Our 

Native Land’ which was sung to a popular tune of the day – a tune that was also used for the British anthem ‘God Save the 

Queen.’ The combination of faith and patriotism appealed to Smith and he decided to write an American version with 

different lyrics but the same basic tune. It was first performed on July 4, 1831 by a children’s choir in Boston. It became 

very popular and narrowly lost out becoming our national anthem a century later. Samuel Smith would go on to serve as 

pastor at several churches in Maine and Massachusetts. He would also teach and serve in several roles with the Baptist 

Missionary Union. He would write over 150 hymns but none as famous as ‘My Country Tis of Thee.’ 
 

It is easy to see why it was considered for the official national anthem for the United States. Not only was it popular but 

its lyrics express a love and devotion to country and the freedom for which it stands. Perhaps it did not get chosen as the 

national anthem because its tune is the same as the British national anthem. In any case, it is still an inspiring patriotic 

song found in many church hymnbooks today. 
 

The fourth verse stands out for those who love the Lord. It reminds us that the liberty and freedom we enjoy are gifts from 

God. When we consider the direction our nation is going can we really claim that God is “our King”? We have seemed to 

forget that God is “the Author of liberty.” Our society today defines liberty as doing what you want to do and no one can 

tell you otherwise. Freedom is living for your own pleasures and desires and ignoring God’s standards and purpose. As 

Christians, we must have a different definition of freedom. 
 

Galatians 5:13  You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, 

serve one another humbly in love.  
 

1 Peter 2:15  For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence the ignorant talk of foolish people. 16  Live as free 

people, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 17  Show proper respect to everyone, love 

the family of believers, fear God, honor the emperor. 
 

2 Corinthians 3:17  Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 
 

Psalm 119:45  I will walk about in freedom, for I have sought out your precepts.  

 

Listen to ‘My Country Tis of Thee’ sung by Lee Greenwood @ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z4oNMcDvEtM 
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