
2 KINGS: HEZEKIAH’S PRIDE 

Wednesday, July 3 

Reading: 2 Kings 20:12-21 
 

2 Kings 20:16  Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the LORD: 17  The time will surely come  

when everything in your palace, and all that your predecessors have stored up until this day, will be carried 

 off to Babylon. Nothing will be left, says the LORD. 18  And some of your descendants, your own flesh and  

blood who will be born to you, will be taken away, and they will become eunuchs in the palace of the king  

of Babylon.” 
 

Soon after the king’s healing, Hezekiah receives visiting envoys from Marduk-Baladan, king of 

Babylon. History records that this king tried to make alliances with many nations to oppose Assyria and 

was successful for a short time in this endeavor.  The news of Hezekiah’s miraculous recovery prompts 

Marduk-Baladan to send envoys and gifts in hopes of bringing him into the rebellion against Assyria 

who is poised to invade Judah. 

 

The parallel account in 2 Chronicles 32 helps us understand this next event better. 
 

In those days Hezekiah became ill and was at the point of death. He prayed to the LORD, who answered him and gave 

him a miraculous sign. But Hezekiah’s heart was proud and he did not respond to the kindness shown him; therefore the 

LORD’s wrath was on him and on Judah and Jerusalem. Then Hezekiah repented of the pride of his heart, as did the 

people of Jerusalem; therefore the LORD’s wrath did not come on them during the days of Hezekiah  

(2 Chron. 32:24-26). 
 

In an act of pride, Hezekiah shows these Babylonians all of his treasures. Hearing of this visit, Isaiah 

confronts the king for his foolishness. Having seen the wealth of Judah, the Babylonians would return to 

take everything back to Babylon. Even some of Hezekiah’s own descendants will become slaves in the 

Babylonian courts. Humbled by this turn of events, Hezekiah submits to the Lord’s will and is at least 

encouraged that this disaster will not happen in his lifetime. With his heart back in a proper relationship 

with the Lord, Hezekiah is now ready to face the crisis we read about in 2 Kings 18-19. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Hezekiah’s Heart Was Proud.” Throughout the Bible we are warned about the dangers 

of pride. Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” Both James 

and Peter tell us that “God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble” (James 4:6; 1 Peter 5:5). 

How does pride ruin our relationship with God and others? What does it mean to be humble before God? 

(see James 4:6-10 and 1 Peter 5:5-9). 

 

LESSON TWO: “Carried Off to Babylon.” Hezekiah’s prideful actions would have dire consequences 

for the nation. Babylon was not the powerhouse they would become but in a little over 100 years the 

Babylonian army would return under Nebuchadnezzar to take all the treasures they had seen. With all 

his boasting about his wealth and power, Hezekiah neglected to boast about the most important thing – 

what God had done. He should have taken these foreigners to the Temple and told them about the true 

God. Instead, he claimed the honor and glory for himself. How can our pride have a negative impact on 

the future? Do we give God the glory or do we want it for ourselves? 
  

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalms 49-52; Romans 16 


