
MALACHI: LIVING IN LIGHT OF GOD’S LOVE 

Friday, July 31 

Reading: Malachi 1:1-5 
 

Malachi 1:2  “I have loved you,” says the LORD. “But you ask, ‘How have you loved us?’ “Was not Esau 

Jacob’s brother?” declares the LORD. “Yet I have loved Jacob 
 

Malachi is the last book of the Old Testament. It would be 400+ years before another prophet 

was heard (i.e. John the Baptist). It had been around 100 years since the Jews had returned home 

from Babylon. The temple had been built and life and worship had been ‘normalized’ under the 

leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah. Some time may have passed as the priests and people had 

become lax in their obedience to God’s Law affecting both their worship in the temple and their 

lives at home. Malachi reminds them of God’s past, present, and future dealings to renew their 

faithfulness and renew their hope of the future Messianic Kingdom. 

 

AUTHOR: We know nothing personal about this prophet other than his name. It means “my 

messenger” which is appropriate since Malachi will be God’s messenger to Israel and will 

predict the coming of the next messenger of God – John the Baptist. His writing style is unique 

among the prophets. He frames his message with a series of questions, followed by Israel’s 

response, and God’s correction. His theme is how to live in light of God’s love. 

 

OUTLINE OF MALACHI: 

 (1) INTRO: God’s Love for His People  Malachi 1:1-5 

 (2) Questions for the Priests    Malachi 1:6 – 2:9 

- Concerning Sacrifices (1:6-14) 

 - Concerning Duty (2:1-9) 

 (3) Questions for the People    Malachi 2:10 – 3:15 

 - Concerning Marriage (2:10-16) 

 - Concerning Injustice (2:17 – 3:5) 

 - Concerning Tithes (3:6-12) 

 - Concerning Unfaithfulness (3:13-16) 

 (5) Answers for the Faithful Remnant   Malachi 3:16 – 4:3 

 (4) CONCL: God’s Restoration of His People Malachi 4:4-6 

 

God begins by restating His love for Israel (1:2-5). However, the people reveal their lack of faith 

by questioning His love. This question shows their mistrust of God’s faithfulness. Malachi takes 

them back to God’s choice of Jacob over his twin brother (and firstborn) Esau. God loved Jacob 

(whose name would be changed to Israel) but rejected Esau and his descendants called Edom. 

They had been continual enemies of their “brothers” in Israel (see Numbers 20:14ff; Amos 1:11), 

even siding with the Babylonians and cheering on the destruction of Jerusalem (see Psalm 137:7; 

Obadiah; Ezekiel 35). God would turn their territory into a wasteland because of their sin, but He 

would not do this to Israel even though they too had sinned and turned away from God. God 

displayed His love in His mercy. He did not destroy His people even when they deserved it. This 

same love is lavished on believers today. 
 

God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 6  You see, at 

just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly…8  But God demonstrates his own 

love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:5-6, 8) 
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Ephesians 1 


