
DEVOTIONS FOR MAY 2 CORINTHIANS 2-6 
 
 
 

LEARNING TO FORGIVE 

Monday, July 31 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 2 
 

2 Corinthians 2:5  If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all  
of you to some extent—not to put it too severely. 6  The punishment inflicted on him by the majority  
is sufficient. 7  Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed  
by excessive sorrow. 8  I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him. 9  Another reason I wrote  
you was to see if you would stand the test and be obedient in everything. 10  Anyone you forgive, I also 
forgive. And what I have forgiven—if there was anything to forgive—I have forgiven in the sight of Christ 
for your sake, 11  in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes. 
 

Many people have conjectured who Paul is talking about in this passage.  Some have thought it 

might be the man having the adulterous affair with his step-mother mentioned in 1 Corinthians 5. 

Others have surmised that it was some person who had opposed Paul on one of his visits to the 

church in Corinth.  The text does not give us any indication who this man is, but we do know that 

whoever he was or whatever he had done – he had repented!  Paul now encourages the church to 

forgive him and move on.  

 

That is a hard thing for some Christians to do!  Our human nature likes to hold grudges.  Even 

when we say we have forgiven someone, in the back of our hearts there is still a part of us that 

holds on to that offense.  “I forgive, but I don’t forget!” is the mantra of some Christians.  This is 

the attitude that Paul is writing against.  When we hold on to grudges in any form we provide a 

foothold for Satan in our lives.  It hurts us and it hurts the one we refuse to forgive!  I am glad 

that is NOT the way that God forgives!  
 

Psalm 103:4  “as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us.”  

 

Jeremiah 31:34  “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.”  

 

In his book Prayer: the Great Adventure, David Jeremiah quotes the following hymn:  
 

Forgive our sins as we forgive / You taught us, Lord to pray  

But You alone can grant us grace / To live the words we say 

  

How can Your pardon reach and bless / The unforgiving heart  

That broods on wrongs and will not let / Old bitterness depart? 

  

In blazing light, Your cross reveals / The truth we dimly knew  

How small the debts men owe to us / How great our debt to You.  

 

Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls / And bid resentment cease 
 

Then reconciled to God and man / Our lives will spread Your peace.
 1 

 

 

 

 

 
1
  David Jeremiah.  Prayer: The Great Adventure, p. 149.  Thy hymn was written by Rosamond Herklots (1905-

1987) 
 


