
1 PETER: IN HIS STEPS 

Wednesday, July 31 

Reading: 1 Peter 2:18-25 
 

1 Peter 2:21  To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that  

you should follow in his steps.  
 

When the Bible talks about slavery we must not confuse it with the American experience. Slavery in the 

Roman Empire was not based on race and was usually not as cruel. This is not to say that it was a just 

and right institution, but it was different. Many slaves held an honored place in the household and had a 

chance to win or buy their freedom. It has been estimated that at this time 1 in 5 people in the Empire 

were slaves. The word Peter uses is the word for a household or domestic servant. They were the main 

“workforce” in the homes and society of Rome. A large percentage of the early church was made of 

slaves, servants, and the lower classes. Peter’s instruction for them is a continuation of his previous one 

– be submissive.  

 

When a servant became a believer it could bring down the wrath of their unsaved master. They could be 

punished for their faith with no legal recourse. However, Peter tells them to submit not only to good 

masters, but also to those who are harsh and punish them unjustly. They were to endure with the proper 

attitude – one of respect. They were to be patient despite being treated unfairly because of their faith in 

Christ (2:18-20). When believers keep their testimony in spite of being unjustly treated, God is pleased. 

 

In these verses, Peter presents Jesus as our Example (2:21-23), our Substitute (2:24), and our Shepherd 

(2:25). He is our Example of how to respond when treated unjustly for our faith. He is our Substitute 

who died in our place, taking our guilt upon Himself. And He is our Shepherd who cares for and guides 

His people when they go astray. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Slaves Submit Yourselves.” The principles Peter gives for slaves can be applied to our 

workplaces today (see also Ephesians 6:5-8 & Colossians 3:22-25). We have all had bosses, some good 

and some bad. Peter teaches us that in all situations we must show our “reverent fear of God” by 

obeying and enduring. When we suffer for “doing good” we please God and are a witness to the world. 

Would people know you are Christian by the way you act in your workplace? Do you have opportunities 

to share your love for Jesus at work? 

  

LESSON TWO: “Follow in His Steps.” Jesus is our ultimate example for living in an unjust world. 

Jesus suffered unjustly at the hands of men, but He did not sin. We too must be FREE FROM SIN. We 

must not allow suffering to pervert our attitude and destroy our testimony. Jesus also shows us how to be 

FREE FROM RESENTMENT. He did not retaliate against His enemies but put His confidence in God. 

When we suffer for our faith we should not seek to get even, but trust in God’s justice and place 

ourselves in His hands. Jesus’ death allows us to be FREE FROM GUILT because He took our guilt on 

Himself. Now we are dead to sin so we can live for righteousness. Our spiritual lives are “healed” by 

Christ’s sacrifice. And we can be FREE FROM WANDERING because Christ is our Shepherd. How 

are your reactions to bad treatment compared to Christ’s? How should His example on the cross affect 

the way you live? How does the thought of Jesus as your Shepherd give you strength to live a righteous 

life? 
 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalm 125-128; 2 Corinthians 4 


