
PROVERBS 30-31: LEARN FROM THE ANIMALS 
Saturday, July 30 

Reading: Proverbs 30:24-33 
 

Proverbs 30:32  If you play the fool and exalt yourself, or if you plan evil, clap your hand over your mouth!  
 

Agur closes his words of wisdom with some lessons from the animal kingdom.  

 
LIST #5: SMALL THINGS (30:24-28) – The four animals listed here each seem small and powerless. And yet 

they each survive and thrive in their own way. Solomon had pointed to the ant as a reproof for the sluggard 
(6:6-11). Now Agur uses the ant to remind us that even though it has little strength it is wise and plans ahead - 
storing up food during the summer months for the coming winter. The hyraxes or rock badgers are small 

rodents about the size of rabbits. They would be easy prey for predators except for the wisdom of building their 
homes in the crags of the rocks. Locusts are small individually but mighty in numbers. They have no apparent 

leader but still swarm together and wreak havoc on the land. The lizard (or gecko) are small and can be easily 
caught and yet they can infiltrate the most guarded of places like a king’s palace. Agur is using these ‘humble’ 
animals to remind us of the importance of humility. These small seemingly helpless creatures use what God has 

given them to succeed. “In an age where brilliant thinking and high technology are admired, it is good to hear 
again the importance of basic virtues like careful planning, wise choosing, community loyalty, and dogged (or 

‘lizarded’) persistence.”1 The Apostle Paul reminds us that this kind of strength through weakness is what God 
uses. 
 

Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards;  

not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the  

wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the  

despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, so that no one may boast before Him”  

(1 Corinthians 1:26-29) 
 

LIST #6: STATELY THINGS (30:29-31) – In contrast to the small things in the previous list, this one contains 

animals that rule their domains. The lion is the king of the jungle, the rooster1 rules the roost, and the he-goat is 
unrivaled on the rocky heights. How does this relate to the king? The Hebrew here is vague and several lessons 

have been suggested. Perhaps it is a call for the king to have confidence especially when leading his army. Or it 
could be warning people not to rebel against their ruler. Considering the following verses I believe this is 
another call for strength through humility. 

 
FINAL WARNINGS (30:32-33) – Whether for a king or a rebel, pride and plotting evil are foolish. To “clap 

your hand over your mouth” means the proud person should simply shut up and recognize that their sinful 
actions have natural and unavoidable consequences. And so Agur ends where he had begun – with a call to 
humility. Jesus said, “For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will 

be exalted” (Matthew 23:12). “Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He will lift you up” (James 4:10). 
 

 
 
 
1   David A. Hubbard. The Preacher’s Commentary: Proverbs (OT vol 15), 478 
2   The exact identification of this animal is uncertain. Some translate it as greyhound or warhorse. All these animals are impressive  

     and powerful. 

 


