
HAGGAI: LOOK AT YOUR PURITY 

Thursday, July 30 

Reading: Haggai 2:10-23 
 

Haggai 2:18  ‘From this day on, from this twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, give careful thought to  
the day when the foundation of the LORD’s temple was laid. Give careful thought: 19  Is there yet any  
seed left in the barn? Until now, the vine and the fig tree, the pomegranate and the olive tree have not  
borne fruit. “ ‘From this day on I will bless you.’ ” 

 

The people had been working on the temple for three months but were not seeing any signs of 

God’s blessing. God sends Haggai with two questions for the priests (2:11-14). The first question 

asks, “Can holiness by caught?” The Law said that anything that comes in contact with a 

sacrifice is holy. However, that ‘holiness’ cannot be transferred any further. The people thought 

that because they were involved in building God’s holy temple they were automatically made 

holy in the process. But holiness does not spread! 

 

The second question asks, “Can defilement be caught?” The Law said that anything an unclean 

person touches is defiled. Defilement spreads! By building the temple with the wrong motives 

and attitudes, the Jews were defiling the very work they thought would make them holy.  

 

These two questions boil down to this: “Can holy acts make a holy person?” And the answer is 

‘NO!’ Good deeds have no power of their own. Only God can make someone holy. It is easier to 

fall into sin than to fall into righteousness. The temple could not transmit purity to the people, 

but they could defile it by their sins. God’s correction for their purity problem was threefold. 

 

1. LOOK AT YOUR ATTITUDE (2:15-17) – God’s blessings had not returned because they 

were just going through the motions. They were building the temple but had not really 

repented of their sins. They were going through the rituals of worship but had not really 

turned to God. 

2. LOOK AT YOUR FATH (2:18-19) – God message had the desired result and the people 

repented. God promised to bless them but they would have to trust His promise until it took 

place. 

3. LOOK AT GOD’S PROMISES (2:20-23) – A few days after this message Haggai delivered 

a second message to the governor Zerubbabel. It looked like God’s promises to Abraham and 

David of a great nation and eternal kingdom had failed. Zerubbabel (as a descendent of 

David) would have been in line for the throne in better times, but now he was merely a 

governor under a heathen power leading a small group of disheartened Jews. But God 

promised that one day He would “shake things up.” He had chosen Zerubbabel and He would 

bless his faithfulness. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Going to church or doing good works do not make us holy. It is the attitude of the heart that 

counts. Righteousness does not come from what we do for God, but what God does in our 

hearts. Not only will we not be more holy, but our wrong attitudes and motives can have a 

negative impact on those around us. We may be the ones who hinder God’s blessing. 

 

2. Zerubbabel and the people were asked to trust God even though His blessings were not yet 

evident. To trust God when we don’t see any results goes against our human nature. 

However, that is what faith is all about! If we sincerely love and follow Him, we will trust 

even when we can’t see or understand God’s plans. 
 

 

READ THE NT: Galatians 6 


