
1 PETER: CIVIC DUTY 

Tuesday, July 30 

Reading: 1 Peter 2:11-17 
 

1 Peter 2:13  Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority… 
 

As another election year ramps up, we brace ourselves for the endless campaign ads and political mud 

slinging. In today’s passage, the Apostle Peter gives us a different slant on our duty to the civil powers 

than what the commercials and politicians give us. 

 

Most Americans want government to solve all their problems and provide for their needs. They look at 

those in authority and say, “OK, what are you going to do for me!” Peter presents us with a Christian 

view of our civic duty. First we are to live as citizens of heaven and not like the world around us. We 

should not give the world any “ammunition” to use against us by living in sin. We do not live for 

ourselves but our good lives should proclaim God’s glory. 

 

Second, we are to be obedient citizens. Peter reminds us that God ordained human government to keep 

sin and evil from running rampant and to protect those who do right. This being the case, believers are to 

“submit” to the government.  This is a military term describing a soldier lining up under his commander. 

We are to “fall in line” with government authority. We do this “for the Lord’s sake.” In other words, we 

honor those in authority because we honor God. It is God’s will that our godly lives can silence those 

who speak against the faith.  

 

We are to live as God’s slaves by giving proper respect and honor to all (including government 

officials), loving the church family, and having a holy fear of God. Whether it be not cheating on our 

taxes or obeying the speed limit (ouch!), our lives are to be a light shining in a dark world.   

 

LESSON: “Submit Yourselves to Every Human Authority.” You might say “Hold On! You don’t know 

how bad those politicians are! You don’t know the stupid laws they come up with!” When Peter wrote 

this letter Nero was the emperor of Rome. There had never been such a corrupt, evil, vile man to rule the 

Roman Empire! History records that he himself led bands of hooligans through the streets of Rome at 

night assaulting, raping, and stealing from his own citizens. He had several members of his own family 

murdered, including his mother. In a few short years from Peter’s writing, he would start the first 

organized persecution of Christians in which hundreds would die horrible deaths in the arena to delight 

the masses. Yet Peter says to submit.  

 

Peter doesn’t say to only obey the laws you like or agree with. The only time God approves of 

disobedience to authority is when they command something that God has condemned or condemn 

something that God has commanded. At these times, believers must obey God rather than men and must 

also be ready to bear up under the consequences. 

 

Do you ever find yourself bad-mouthing government figures because you don’t agree with them? Is this 

what Christ would have us do? What are some ways we can stand up for justice and truth without 

becoming mean, abusive, or offensive? 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalm 120-124; 2 Corinthians 3 


