
WHAT IS GOD LIKE? 

Monday, July 2 

Reading: Psalm 103 
 

Psalm 103:1  Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name. 2  Praise the LORD, 

my soul, and forget not all his benefits— 3  who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases, 4  who 

redeems your life from the pit and crowns you with love and compassion,  

 

“What is God like?” If you asked this question to people on the street, you would get a wide 

range of answers. Some would see God as the ultimate Santa Claus - there to give them whatever 

they want. Others would view God as the cosmic Policemen ready to zap people with lightning 

bolts when they mess up. Still others would describe a kindly old Grandfather with a long white 

beard who really hasn’t kept up with the times. Some would even view “God” as an impersonal 

cosmic force that we can tap into when needed. None of these are a good picture of God. 
 

The psalms are all about giving us a better picture of God. Psalm 103 is a great example of men 

striving to understand and know God in a personal way. David first pictures God as the One who 

blesses His people with many benefits (103:2-5). He is the only One who can forgive, redeem, 

and satisfy our needs and desires. The old cliché that every person has a God-shaped hole in their 

heart that only He can fill is essentially true! 
 

Next, David sees God as the One who has revealed Himself to His people (103:6-7). To the 

children of Israel, God revealed Himself through His mighty acts. But God wanted a deeper 

relationship with them - one that was not simply based on what He could do for them! He wanted 

them to know His ways - to know His heart. Moses worked on this deeper relationship, but most 

of the Israelites did not. Today, we need to get beyond the idea of “what can God do for me. We 

need to work on that deeper relationship with Him where we can respond with “what can I do for 

Him.” 
 

David now moves on to picture God as a loving Father (103:8-18). God knows our frailties and 

loves us anyway. When He must punish His children, it is only His loving hand urging us back to 

the right way - to Himself. When we repent, He forgives our sins and remembers them no more.  

While human life and human love are fleeting, God’s love is eternal. 
 

Psalm 103 ends as it began - with a call to praise the Lord (103:19-22). While verse 1 began with 

a personal plea for praise to come from the depths of our being, these verses expand the call to 

all creation. It reveals to us that praise is about more than simply words; it is displayed in 

actions! Just as the angels “do His bidding” and “obey His word,” see we are called serve the 

One who sits on the throne. True knowledge of God is shown in doing His will and obeying His 

commands. 
 

Where are you in your relationship to God? How has He revealed Himself in your life? If you are 

not seeking the daily presence of the Lord, then you do not know God. For when we know the 

love, mercy, and power of God we cannot help but want more of Him in our lives. 
 

 

 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Reading: 2 Chronicles 31-33; Romans 14 
 


