
“AN INSTRUMENT OF YOUR PEACE” 
Saturday, July 2 

A Prayer of St. Francis of Assisi? 
 

 

Francis of Assisi (born Giovanni di Pietro di Bernardone – 1131-1226) was the son of a wealthy Italian 

merchant. He spent his youth chasing after fine clothes, the best entertainment, and partying with his friends. 

Instead of following in his father’s footsteps, Francis joined the army. In one of his first battles he was taken 

prisoner and held for ransom. His father waited a year before paying for his son’s release. During his 

imprisonment, Francis heard Christ calling him to service. He abandoned his life of luxury (eventually 

renouncing his father and his wealth) and became a poor friar and eventually formed the Franciscan order of 

monks.
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The following prayer is often attributed to St. Francis of Assisi but this is very doubtful. It is found in none of 

his writings and can only be traced back to 1912! It became popular during World War I & II and has been 

quoted widely by countless leaders and sung by many famous musical artists. While these may not be the words 

of Francis, they do embrace his philosophy of life. They also remind us of how we as Christians are to live our 

lives.  
 

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. 

Where there is hatred, let me sow love. 

Where there is injury, let me bring pardon. 

Where there is discord, let me bring union. 

Where there is error, let me bring truth. 

Where there is doubt, let me bring faith. 

Where there is despair, let me bring hope. 

Where there is darkness, let me bring Your light. 

Where there is sadness, let me bring joy. 
 

O Divine Master, let me not seek as much  

To be consoled as to console, 

To be understood as to understand, 

To be loved as to love, 

For it is in giving that we receive, 

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 

It is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
 

 
Romans 14:19  Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the things by which one may edify another. (NKJV) 

 

Philippians 2:3  Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4  not looking to 

your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. (NIV) 
 
 

 

Follow the link for one of my favorite versions of this prayer in song 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agPnMxp5Occ 
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  https://medium.com/backyard-theology/the-greatest-prayers-in-history-ed7203f8c25e 

 


