
1 PETER: LIVING STONES 

Monday, July 29 

Reading: 1 Peter 2:1-10 
 

1 Peter 2:4  As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him— 

5  you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual 

sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
 

Peter continues his discussion on the love believers are to have for each other. The sins listed here all 

destroy relationships. The Greek word translated “rid” gives the picture of removing soiled clothes and 

disposing of them. We must make a clean break from our former lives and become like newborn babies 

who need constant nourishment. The “pure spiritual milk” we are to crave is the Word of God Peter had 

talked about at the end of the last chapter. We need a steady diet of God’s Word to grow. 

 

Another reason believers need to love each other is because we are all “living stones…being built into a 

spiritual house.” Throughout this passage, Peter will use ideas and images that had originally referred 

only to Israel but now he applies them to Christians. The first image is that of a Temple with Christ as 

the Cornerstone and believers as the stones He uses to build His church. Peter quotes from the Old 

Testament to present the two responses people have to Christ. He is precious to those who believe 

(Isaiah 28:16) but He causes those who reject Him to stumble and fall (Psalm 118:22; Isaiah 8:14). 

Instead of being their Cornerstone, Christ becomes the stone upon which they will trip, fall and be 

crushed. This is a picture of judgment because they reject God’s Word, God’s Son, and God’s offer of 

salvation (see Matthew 21:42-44 where Jesus quotes Psalm 118:22). 

 

In verse 9, Peter refers back to Exodus 19:5-6: 
 

“Now if you obey Me fully and keep My covenant, then out of all nations you will be My treasured possession. 

Although the whole earth is Mine, you will be for Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.” 

 

Like Israel, God has chosen us to be His special people and to “declare the praises of Him who called 

you out of darkness into His wonderful light.” 

 

LESSON: “Living Stones.” This passage helps us understand Jesus’ words in Matthew 16:15-18. After 

Peter’s great confession that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” Jesus made the following 

statement:  
 

“I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it” 

(Matthew 16:18) 

 

The name Peter (petros) means rock (like a rock you might throw), but the word for “rock” Jesus uses 

means “a cliff or boulder” (petra). Peter understood what Jesus was talking about. Here in 1 Peter he 

clearly says that Christ is the rock on which the Church is built and all believers are the stones He uses 

in His “construction.” A cornerstone is what the whole building is measured to. It sets angles and is the 

plumb line for the building. It is also the stone on which the building rests. Christ is the One by which 

we are all measured and we can rest on Him knowing He will never put us to shame when we trust in 

Him. What is your life based on? Is it built on Christ or on something else? 
 

 

THRU THE BIBLE Readings: Psalm 119:89-176; 2 Corinthians 2 


