
PROVERBS 30-31: SOCIETY’S DOWNWARD SPIRAL 

Thursday, July 28 

Reading: Proverbs 30:10-17 
 

Proverbs 30:15  There are three things that are never satisfied, four that never say, ‘Enough!’: 
 

Agur’s proverbs now move into the arena of observation. With his relationship with God through His Word and 

prayer as the foundation, he looks at the world around him in six lists or numerical proverbs. Within these lists 
are scattered individual proverbs. The first two lists (30:11-14 & 30:15-16) are bookended by two warnings.  

 
WARNING #1: OPPRESSING THE POWERLESS (30:10) – This warning echoes the previous verses. Agur 
had prayed that he not succumb to falsehoods and lies and that he not dishonor God’s name. In this verse, the 

person is doing just that by maligning a servant who has no means of defense except to take it to God who will 
find the offender guilty. It is a warning that oppressing the powerless is an affront to God. The repetition of the 

word “curse” in the next verse connects this warning with the following list. 
 
LIST #1: THE CORRUPTION OF SOCITY (30:11-14) – Though not evident in the NIV translation, each of 

these four verses begin with the same Hebrew word that means “generation.” As Agur looks at his generation or 
society he sees it falling apart. It begins in the home where children disrespect their parents and actually curse 

them, disobeying the 5th Commandment about honoring your father and mother (11). From the home this 
perverse attitude filters out into the community. They are “pure in their own eyes” (12). They believe there is 
nothing wrong with their sinful filthy actions (the Hebrew word means ‘excrement’). They are full of pride and 

look down on others and God’s standards (13). This culminates in using and abusing the helpless (14). Like 
wild beasts they trample and devour others for their own pleasure. That this downward spiral begins in the 

home is telling. If God’s wisdom is not taught in the home then society will soon fall into wickedness and 
decay. We must be diligent in teaching our children the truth of God and not the lies of the world. 
 

LIST #2: THE CRAVING FOR MORE (30:15-16) – This list implies that greed is one of the major forces 
behind the wickedness of society. Agur begins this numerical list by comparing greed to an ugly, blood-sucking 

leech. Leeches have two suckers protruding from each end of their body. These are likely the “daughters” verse 
15 is talking about. They use these suckers to attach themselves to living creatures and live of their blood -
always wanting more. He continues by comparing greed to the grave that always has room for more death and a 

woman with a barren womb whose unfulfilled longing makes her empty, hurt, and desperate. Next he compares 
greed to fields that are always in need of more water and fire which continually burns as long as there is fuel to 

keep it going. Agur’s illustrations paint a vivid and destructive picture of the craving for more. 
 
WARNING #2: THE PUNISHMENT OF THE WICKED (30:17) – Thinking back to the start of his first list, 

Agur gives a terrible picture of the punishment awaiting those who curse their parents. The use of “the eye” also 
connects it with the rest of that list as “those who are pure in their own eyes” and “whose eyes are ever so 

haughty” (12-13). While society may seem to be out of control, God will not allow the wicked to go 
unpunished. It is a reminder for us to watch what we allow into our minds and hearts lest we become part of the 
problem instead of agents of God’s solution. 

 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE BOOKS OF POETRY: Ecclesiastes 4 


