
JUDGES: ISRAEL’S 1
st
 CIVIL WAR 

Wednesday, July 28 

Reading: Judges 20:11- 21:25 
 

Judges 21:2  The people went to Bethel, where they sat before God until evening, raising their voices and 

weeping bitterly. 3  “LORD, God of Israel,” they cried, “why has this happened to Israel? Why should one  

tribe be missing from Israel today?” 
 

With the horror of the Levite’s story ringing in their ears, the armies of Israel prepare to attack 

the city of Gibeah. They first call on the leaders of the tribe of Benjamin to deal with this sin in 

their midst. If these leaders had judged the men of Gibeah they could have averted civil war. But 

they refused to punish the evil doers and even condoned their actions by gathering their army to 

defend the offending city. 

 

The Israelites ask God who should lead the attack against Benjamin. Notice they do not ask if 

they should attack their brothers. They have already determined to fight and only come to God 

for procedures. God’s answer did not imply His approval or promise of victory. He simply told 

them what they asked for and ‘let the chips fall where they may.’ How often do we make our 

plans and then ask God to bless them?  

 

After Benjamin’s army gives them a crushing defeat, the people return to the Lord. There is a 

different attitude as they weep and ask God if they should fight against “our fellow Israelites.” 

After a second massive defeat, the Israelite army finally humbles themselves before the Lord. 

They weep, fast, and offer sacrifices to the Lord. God once again tells them to go and this time 

“the Lord defeated Benjamin before Israel.” But the Israelite army goes too far. They not only 

wipe out Benjamin’s army but proceed to destroy every city in Benjamin – men, women, 

children, and animals. 

 

After things had settled down, the tribes of Israel realize that they have almost completely wiped 

out the tribe of Benjamin. There are only 600 Benjamite men left. One of the 12 tribes of Israel 

was in danger of disappearing. Since everyone had made an oath not to give their daughters in 

marriage to the Benjamites, the leaders come up with a plan. 

 

First, they discover that the city of Jabesh Gilead had not fought in the civil war. They send the 

army to the city and slaughter everyone, saving only 400 virgin girls to marry the Benjamites. 

They then tell the remaining Benjamite men to ‘kidnap’ the girls while they danced at a festival 

at Shiloh. Then their fathers’ could keep their oath and the Benjamites would get wives to 

rebuild their tribe. The book ends with the familiar statement “In those days Israel had no king; 

everyone did as they saw fit.” 

 

The lack of respect for human life and rights is appalling. The sin of Gibeah had to be dealt with 

but the slaughter of innocent men, women, and children (not to mention cattle) was uncalled for. 

Imagine the horror of the girls of Jabesh Gilead who are forced to marry strangers after just 

witnessing the murder of their parents and relatives. Or the poor girls who were kidnapped away 

from their friends and family while they were celebrating at Shiloh. Sin usually creates messy 

situations. This whole civil war and its aftermath could have been avoided if only the people had 

obeyed God from the beginning. 

 

Take time to pray for our nation. Pray for God’s people to be the light in the darkness. 
 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 119:81-112; 2 Corinthians 4 


