
DEVOTIONS FOR 1 CORINTHIANS 13 - 2 CORINTHIANS 1 
 
 
 

HELPING HEARTS 

Friday, July 28 

Reading: 2 Corinthians 1 
 

2 Corinthians 1:3  Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion 

and the God of all comfort, 4  who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 

trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God.  

 

A missionary translator, laboring amongst a tribe in the mountains of Mexico, found it hard to 

get the right word for 'comfort'.  One day his helper asked for a week's leave, and explained that 

his uncle had died and he wanted some days off to visit his bereaved aunt 'to help her heart 

around the corner'.  That was just the expression the missionary needed. 
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To “help a heart around the corner” is a great definition for “comfort.”  Paul calls the Lord “the 

God of all comfort.”  This is the same Greek word that Jesus used when talking about the Holy 

Spirit (John 15:26).  Paraklesis means to comfort, encourage, to come alongside to support.  This 

is what God does for believers.  Comfort is more than sympathy.  God does not simply “pat us 

on the head” and send us on our way.  He deals with the issue and brings encouragement and 

strength to those who are weak and weary. 

 

Sometimes we wonder why God allows these sorrows to enter our lives.  These verses tell us that 

He does this so that we may be a comfort to others who are struggling.  Just as God has 

encouraged and strengthened us, we are to pass that on to other believers.  One of the greatest 

ways God comforts us is through the support of His people!  Sometimes it is by simply being 

there and supporting them in silence.  Sometimes it is by sharing your own experience and the 

encouragement God has given you.  Who better to bring light into someone’s dark time than 

someone who has been there and can share in the sorrow – someone who can “help their heart 

around the corner.” 

 

What have you learned from your valleys and sorrows?  Are you using those lessons to support 

and encourage others? 
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  http://www.moreillustrations.com/Illustrations/comfort.html 

 


