
1 PETER: FEAR AND LOVE 

Sunday, July 28 

Reading: 1 Peter 1:17-25  
 

1 Peter 1:22  Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love  

for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart. 23  For you have been born again, not of perishable  

seed, but of imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. 
 

Peter understands that living holy lives is not easy. It takes work. He reminds us that we need to live 

with the realization that God is watching (1:17). This should help us be careful in the way we live our 

lives.  

 

A second motivation to live holy lives is to remember the price Christ paid for our salvation (1:18-21). 

He redeemed us from our “empty way of life” and gave us “faith and hope in God.”  

 

Living holy lives affects the way we love each other (1:22). Peter uses two Greek words translated as 

love in this verse – philadelphía = brotherly love & agapáō = sacrificial love; used most often of God’s 

love.  

 

The Spirit uses the Scriptures to transform our lives (1:23-25). Our salvation is secure because it is based 

on and strengthened by the eternal, never changing Word of God. Peter quotes Isaiah 40:6-8 to show 

that while humanity and all their knowledge and efforts will wither away, the Word of God endures 

forever. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Live Out Your Time As Foreigners Here In Reverent Fear.” The judgment Peter is 

talking about is neither the final judgment nor the Judgment Seat of Christ. It is the present discipline of 

God to bring his wayward children back to Himself. What is this fear that he refers to?   
 

“It is fear of offending [God], of taking Him for granted and becoming sloppy in our Christian lives. We should not 

assume that our privileged status as God’s children gives us freedom to do whatever we want…We should not be spoiled 

children, but grateful children who love to show respect for our heavenly Father” 1 
  

How does a healthy respect and fear of God reveal itself in your life? Do you rely on the Holy Spirit and 

the Word of God to keep you on the right path? 

 

LESSON TWO: “Have Sincere Love for Each Other.” Peter uses several terms to define the kind of love 

we are to have for each other. Sincere means “without hypocrisy. Our love should not be something that 

is faked. It should have no ulterior motives. Deeply is an athletic term that means “with every muscle 

straining.” It refers to an athlete who goes all out and holds nothing back. Our love should be like that. 

From the heart means our love does not come from some external command or legalistic requirement.  

It comes from a heart that has been cleansed and dedicated to God – a heart that is controlled by the 

Holy Spirit. What kind of love do you show to your brothers and sisters in Christ? Is it real or fake? 

Deep or shallow? Superficial or from the heart? 
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