
PROVERBS 30-31: PRIORITY OF PRAYER 

Wednesday, July 27 

Reading: Proverbs 30:7-9 
 

Proverbs 30:7  Two things I ask of You, LORD; do not refuse me before I die: 
 

Agur moves from his discussion about the Scriptures to the importance of prayer. He makes two requests of 

God in this short prayer. 
 

PRAYER FOR PURITY (30:7a) – The same Hebrew word for lies is used in this verse and in verse 6. “Agur 
is asking God to align his heart and his words with the truth of God’s word: the he would not speak what 
God’s word calls false…”1 He also implies his weakness to fall back into falsehood as he asks God to “keep 

falsehood and lies far from me.” He knows that without God’s help he will fall right back into the sinful 
patterns that entice him. 

 
PRAYER FOR PROVISION (30:7b-9) – His second longer request is echoed by Jesus’ words in the Lord’s 
Prayer – “Give us today our daily bread.” His prayer is for contentment with what God has given him. 

“Overabundance may lead to an arrogant self-sufficiency that loses all sense of dependence on God. ‘Who is 
the Lord?’ is a question in from but a statement in intent – ‘I have no need of the Lord.’”2 Poverty on the other 

hand may encourage a person to steal and dishonor God’s name by showing a lack of trust in God’s promise to 
provide. “He is asking for whatever God knows he needs in order to walk according to God’s word, glorifying 
His name. We can learn much from the deep humility in this request, as it ultimately trusts God to know better 

than we do what we need.”3 
 

The Apostle Paul in this thanksgiving for the support he received from the Philippian believers showed this 
same attitude. 
 

“I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. I know what it  

is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, 

whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. I can do all this through Him who gives me strength” 

(Philippians 4:11-13) 
 

Are we content with God’s provision or do we always crave more? Do we strive to live pure lives in 

obedience to God’s Word or do we ignore God’s Word and live for ourselves? Our prayer should always be 
that God will be honored by our thoughts, words, and actions. That our lives will be pleasing to Him. 

 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill  

you with the knowledge of His will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live  

a life worthy of the Lord and please Him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God” 

(Colossians 1:9-10) 
 

 
1 

 Kathleen Nielson. Proverbs for You. p. 214 
2  David A. Hubbard. The Preacher’s Commentary: Proverbs  (OT vol 15), 474 
3  Nielson, p. 215 

 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE BOOKS OF POETRY: Ecclesiastes 3 


