
JUDGES: THE LEVITE’S CONCUBINE 

Tuesday, July 27 

Reading: Judges 19:1 – 20:10 
 

Judges 19:29  When he reached home, he took a knife and cut up his concubine, limb by limb, into twelve 
parts and sent them into all the areas of Israel. 30  Everyone who saw it was saying to one another, “Such a 
thing has never been seen or done, not since the day the Israelites came up out of Egypt. Just imagine! We 
must do something! So speak up!” 

 

The story told in Judges 19-21 is both sickening and violent. It is an indication of how low the 

people of Israel had sunk in their moral lives. That these events occur early in the Judges period 

lets us know that things will only get worse from here. 

 

The moral collapse of Israel is seen in this Levite from Ephraim. The Levites were the assistants 

to the priests in the Tabernacle. They did not receive a plot of land in Canaan as an inheritance 

but were given cities scattered throughout the land to be a godly influence on the people. This 

Levite obviously failed at this task. He has a concubine (not a wife) who herself is unfaithful and 

runs away. After four months he decides he wants her back and goes to her father’s house in 

Bethlehem. They ‘party’ for four days before the Levite and his concubine finally leave. 

 

Not wanting to stay in a pagan-controlled city, they stop for the night in the Benjamite city of 

Gibeah. They finally are taken in by an old man who was also from the hill country of Ephraim. 

As they were “enjoying themselves” the perverse men of the town surround the house and 

demand they be given the visitor to “have sex with him.” The language used is meant to make us 

remember the incident with Lot in Sodom (Genesis 19). To save himself, the Levite callously 

shoves his concubine out the door. He then goes to bed while she is raped all night by the wicked 

men of Gibeah. She staggers back and dies on the doorstep of the house. 

 

The Levites order to “Get up; let’s go” should sicken us. He cared nothing for what she had 

endured and suffered. He expected her to travel back home with him like nothing happened. 

When he realizes she is dead, her dismembers her body and sends a part to every tribe of Israel.  

 

Horrified by this act, all the tribes gather at Mizpah and hear the Levites story. (Notice he leaves 

out his involvement in handing her over to the men.) They determine to punish the city of Gibeah 

“for this outrageous act done in Israel.” 

 

We cringe when we read this account. But is the moral and spiritual decay of our society today 

much different! When a people reject God and the moral absolutes that are grounded in His 

character it is a steady fall into degradation. The collapse of the family, acceptance of sexual 

sins, and disrespect for human life are symptoms of a heart that is in rebellion against God. 

 

We may be tempted to stick our head in the sand and allow spiritual cancer to continue to grow 

in our lives, our churches, and our world. But that will only lead to disaster. Sin must be 

addressed or the consequences will destroy us.  

 

Are there any sins in your life that need to be dealt with? In your church? How can we be a godly 

example in the midst of the moral and spiritual darkness of our world? 

 
 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 119:41-80; 2 Corinthians 3 


