
HAGGAI: PUTTING YOUR LIFE IN ORDER 

Monday, July 27 

Reading: Haggai 1-3 
 

Haggai 1:7  This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 8  Go up into the 

mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” 

says the LORD. 
 

“Now Haggai the prophet and Zechariah the prophet, a descendant of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews in Judah and 

Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel, who was over them. Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel and Joshua 

son of Jozadak set to work to rebuild the house of God in Jerusalem. And the prophets of God were with them, 

supporting them” (Ezra 5:1-2) 

 
For 15 years the temple had laid dormant. Upon their return from exile, the Jews had begun to 

rebuild the temple. They laid the foundations and built the altar but opposition from their 

enemies discouraged them and they quit. It wasn’t that they didn’t care about God. They simply 

got used to worshipping Him amidst the rubble. Haggai, along with Zechariah, was sent by God 

to get the people moving again.  

 

AUTHOR: We know practically nothing about the prophet Haggai’s background. It is possible 

that he was an older man, perhaps even in his 70s or 80s, as 2:3 implies that he had seen 

Solomon’s temple before it was destroyed in 586 BC by the Babylonians. His four messages are 

all dated to the year 520 BC – the second year of Darius the Great, king of the Persian Empire.  

 

OUTLINE OF HAGGAI 

(1)  1
st
  Message: Call to Look at Their Priorities  Haggai 1:1-15    

(2)  2
nd

 Message: Call to Look at Their Purpose  Haggai 2:1-9 

(3)  3
rd

 Message: Call to Look at Their Purity  Haggai 2:10-19 

(4)  4
th

 Message: Hope of the Messianic Promise  Haggai 2:20-23   

   

Haggai reveals the main reason the people never got back to building the temple. They had 

grown indifferent and lukewarm to finishing what they started. Opposition and the desire to 

finish their own homes took them away from what God had called them to do. It is easy to get 

our priorities out of whack. It has been rightly said that those who plan to give to God once they 

have enough for themselves, will never have enough for themselves. If God and His work are not 

our top priority we will always find something else to do and somewhere else to spend our time 

and money. 

 

Haggai called the people to “give careful thought to your ways.” The Hebrew text literally says, 

“put your heart on your road.” Each day we have choices and decisions to make. Each one puts 

our lives on a road or path to God or farther away from God. What road are you on at the 

moment? Do you think about the direction your life is headed? Do you need to change course? 

Are you moving toward Christlikeness?  Haggai will help us answer these questions.  
 

 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: Galatians 3 


