
ZECHARIAH: THE RETURN OF THE KING 

Sunday, July 26 

Reading: Zechariah 12-14 
 

Zechariah 14:3  Then the LORD will go out and fight against those nations, as he fights on a day of battle.  
4  On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives… 

 

These final chapters give us more details about the War of Armageddon than any other book in 

the Bible (see also Joel 3; Matthew 24:29-31; Revelation 16:16; 19:11-21). This is the final 

campaign of the nations of the earth led by Antichrist against God. Zechariah will present this 

conflict and its aftermath by focusing on three things. 

 

(1) The Nations Assault on Jerusalem & their Destruction (12:2-9; 13:8 – 14:2, 12-15).  

(2) The Coming of Messiah to Save His People (12:10-14; 13:7; 14:3-7) 

(3) The Blessings as Messiah Reigns (13:1-6; 14:8-11, 16-21) 

 

The nations (led by Antichrist) surround Jerusalem, breach its walls, and ravage and plunder the 

city (12:2-3; 13:8 – 14:1-2). But when all appears to be lost, Messiah will return! He will set His 

feet on the Mount of Olives (14:3-5), the exact spot where He ascended to heaven so many years 

before (Acts 1). The Jewish people will see their Messiah and recognize that He is the One they 

had rejected and pierced (13:7; 12:10-11). Messiah will then save, shield, and strengthen the 

repentant Jewish nation (12:5-8; 13:8-9) and destroy all His enemies (12:9; 14:12-15). 

 

After the battle is over, Messiah will rule the earth as King from Jerusalem (14:9-11) and all 

nations will come to worship Him there (14:16-19). He will cleanse Israel of their sins (13:1; 

14:8). He will banish all idols and false prophets (13:2-6) and Jerusalem will once again be 

“Holy to the Lord” (14:20-21). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. Though the nations and its leaders have their own purposes in opposing God and His people, 

it is the Lord Himself who gathers them together for Armageddon (14:2). Despite all 

people’s plans and purposes God is in control. The plans of men cannot subvert the purposes 

of God. How does this truth help you live in this chaotic and sinful world? 

 

2. Zechariah 13 describes the future day when God would cleanse His people (13:1). The idols 

that had so often marred their relationship with God would be removed and forgotten (13:2a). 

And false prophets would be ashamed of their deceptions and hide their true identity to 

protect themselves (13:2b-6). In our day, God is ignored or even vilified. Sin is glamorized 

and accepted. Instead of being ashamed, they are proud.  Those who don’t teach the truth are 

idolized and followed by the masses. But a day is coming when God will set all things right 

and His righteousness will reign. Until that day, we should live holy lives. We should not 

“sweep sin under the rug.” We must stand up for holiness by living it out in our own lives 

and proclaiming the truth of God’s Word with love and compassion. 

 

3. Jesus quoted Zechariah 13:7 on the night He was arrested (Matthew 26:31). At that time His 

disciples scattered as Jesus was arrested, tried, and crucified. But His death has brought us 

salvation. Have you thanked Jesus for His sacrifice for you? Are you looking forward to His 

return and spending eternity with the One who died for you? 
 


