
ZECHARIAH: THE SHEPHERDS ARE COMING 

Saturday, July 25 

Reading: Zechariah 9-11 
 

Zechariah 11:7  So I shepherded the flock marked for slaughter, particularly the oppressed of the flock. 

Then I took two staffs and called one Favor and the other Union, and I shepherded the flock. 
 

Zechariah 9:1-8 depicts the conquests of Alexander the Great some 200 years in the future (333-

332 BC). It follows the Greek’s victories from Syria to Tyre and down to the Philistine coast. 

However, Jerusalem would be spared as God would “encamp at My temple to guard it” (9:8). 

Legend says that when Alexander’s armies approached, the high priest met him and showed him 

the prophecy of Daniel 8 which predicted Alexander’s victories. Whether this legend is true or 

not, it is an historical fact that Alexander left Jerusalem in peace and had good relations with the 

Jews. 

 

Zechariah 9:9-17 predicts the arrival of another King – the Messiah. He first comes humbly 

riding on a donkey and bringing righteousness and salvation (9:9). He is then seen as the 

Conquering Warrior who will shield his people and save them like a shepherd. Then God’s 

people “will sparkle in His land like jewels in a crown.” The Messiah on the donkey was fulfilled 

on Palm Sunday during Jesus’ First Coming. Messiah as Warrior will be fulfilled at His Second 

Coming. Like many of the prophets, Zechariah sees the mountain peaks of Christ’s comings 

without seeing the long valley of history in between. 

 

When Messiah comes, He will provide and preserve His people. He will punish the false 

shepherds and personally care for His scattered flock. He will be the cornerstone and tent peg 

that makes Israel secure (10:1-12).  

 

Just as the high priest Joshua pictured Messiah earlier in this book, so now Zechariah himself 

plays the role of the coming Messiah. He gets the people’s attention by dramatically depicting a 

forest fire that devours Israel from north to south (11:1-3). He then reveals why this judgment 

had come – they had rejected their Messiah (11:4-14). Because they rejected the Messiah they 

were now “marked for slaughter.” God would no longer protect Israel from their enemies (11:4-

6). By breaking his staff called Favor, God was temporarily changing Israel’s “most favored” 

status and allowing the nations to persecute them (see Romans 11). By breaking His second staff 

named Union, God was proclaiming the disunity and scattering of His people from their land. 

 

Zechariah is then told to play the role of the false shepherd (11:15-17). This false shepherd is in 

every way the opposite of the True Shepherd Messiah. He will not care for the people but feed 

off them instead. It is probable that this refers to the coming Anitchrist who Israel will follow for 

a time before he shows his true colors. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

The 30 pieces of silver (the price of a gored slave – Exodus 21:32) and casting them to the potter 

showed the disregard Israel had for the ministry of Messiah. This was literally fulfilled when 

Judas betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver (Matthew 16:14-16; 27:3-10). He was typical of the 

nation who heard Jesus speak and saw His miracles and yet rejected Him. But the rejection of 

Israel brought about blessing for the Gentiles as the gospel message was preached them. God can 

turn even the worst situation into blessing. 
 


