
PROVERBS 30-31: QUEST FOR GOD 
Monday, July 25 

Reading: Proverbs 30:1-4 
 

Proverbs 30:3  I have not learned wisdom, nor have I attained to the knowledge of the Holy One. 
 

The last two chapters of Proverbs are unique. They were not written by Solomon but by two men that we know 

nothing about. “Agur son of Jakeh” appears to be a wise man (perhaps even a Gentile) who believes in the true 
God. His words are said to be “an inspired utterance” or oracle, the same word used for the messages of the Old 

Testament prophets. Thus these are inspired words from God. The second line of verse 1 is debated. It is not 
known if the two Hebrew words listed are proper names (“Ithiel and Ucal”) or should be translated. The NIV 
translates the first word as a proper name and the second word as “I am weary, God, but I can prevail.” Like 

Solomon at the start of Proverbs, perhaps these words of wisdom were directed to Agur’s son. However we take 
these words they are filled with God’s wisdom for us today as well. 

 
AGUR’S SEARCH (30:1-3) – In comparison to “the Holy One” Agur uses hyperbole (exaggeration for effect) 
to show how small and unworthy he feels. Perhaps he is “weary” because of his search to find meaning in 

human wisdom. He has come to realize that human knowledge will not lead to fulfillment. Earlier Solomon said 
“with humility comes wisdom” (Proverbs 11:2). “Wisdom’s instruction is to fear the LORD, and humility 

comes before honor” (Proverbs 15:33). We have not truly “learned wisdom” until we humbly admit our 
ignorance and seek wisdom from God. 
 

AGUR’S QUESTIONS (30:4) – These verses sound similar to God’s response to Job in chapters 38-39 of that 
book. After all the human reasoning and arguments are done, God appears in a whirlwind. However, He does 

not answer the questions raised by Job and his friends, but instead asks Job a series of questions to show His 
power and glory.  
 

 “Where were you when I laid the earth’s foundation? Tell Me, if you understand. Who marked off its dimensions?  

Surely you know!” (Job 38:4-5 et. al.) 
 

Agur uses the same approach as he instructs his listeners. These 4 questions describe the gap between God and 
mankind. Who has intimate contact with God (“gone up to heaven and come down”)? Who can grasp the 
ungraspable (“gathered up the wind”) and contain to uncontainable (“wrapped up the waters”)? Who can set the 

boundaries of the earth? These questions focus our attention on the omnipotent, omniscient, omnipresent 
character of God. “Surely you know!” reminds us of how little we know and understand the majesty of God.  

 
“What is the name of His son?” In the Old Testament, kings were sometimes referred to as God’s son. The 
nation of Israel was also called God’s son. We become sons and daughters of God when we follow God’s 

wisdom. However with the coming of Jesus, we receive the full answer to these questions. Jesus said, “No one 
has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven – the Son of Man” (John 3:13). The Apostle 

Paul wrote, “Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God” (1 Corinthians 1:24). We can only fully know 
God through Jesus Christ! “No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is Himself God and is in 
closest relationship with the Father, has made Him known” (John 1:18). 

 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE BOOKS OF POETRY: Ecclesiastes 1 


