
SAMSON: A TRAGIC END 

Sunday, July 25 

Reading: Judges 16:21-31 
 

Judges 16:28  Then Samson prayed to the LORD, “Sovereign LORD, remember me. Please, God, strengthen 

me just once more, and let me with one blow get revenge on the Philistines for my two eyes.” …30  Samson 

said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” Then he pushed with all his might, and down came the temple on the 

rulers and all the people in it. Thus he killed many more when he died than while he lived. 
 

The once feared hero of Israel has been reduced to a blind joke. We often picture Samson in 

prison chained to a massive wheel grinding grain like an ox. But that is probably not the picture 

here. It was customary for women to grind grain using two rocks. This is the kind of millstone 

used to kill Abimelek (Judges 9:53). The picture is of Samson chained in a dank cell forced to do 

‘women’s work’ as the Philistines would come and jeer at him.  

 

Samson had never really understood the real source of his strength. When explaining it to 

Delilah, he had focused on the externals of the Nazirite vow – his hair. He forgot that the 

external signs were meant to show an internal devotion and obedience to God. Samson seems to 

have replaced a meaningful relationship with God with a succession of meaningless relationships 

with women. 

 

The regrowth of Samson’s hair tells us that God had not deserted Samson. He was not finished 

with him yet. As the months passed, Samson must have realized his sins and turned back to the 

Lord. Finally the day came where Samson could fulfill his mission one last time. 

 

The Philistines hold a celebration to praise their god Dagon for delivering Samson into their 

hands. After much drinking and partying, the people shouted to bring out Samson to entertain 

them. “The noise of praise to Dagon mixes with the guffaws and contemptuous laughter at 

Samson’s expense, as he is forced to act the role of clown for the onlookers’ delight.” 
1 

 

 

Leaning against the supporting pillars of the temple, Samson prays to God. His final pray shows 

a growth in his faith (though not perfect as he still cries out for revenge). God again answers 

Samson’s prayer and he destroys the temple and kills the over 3000 Philistines in attendance. He 

dies doing what he should have been doing all along - depending on the God who is in control 

(“Sovereign Lord”) to help him defeat the Lord’s enemies.  

 

The life of Samson is a tragedy. The man who had so much promise, produced so little. For 

much of his life, Samson wasted the gifts God had given him by living to fulfill his own desires. 

But the amazing truth is that God still used him and he is listed in the ‘hall of faith’ of Hebrews 

11.  

 

The life of Samson reminds me of the old adage: “Sow a thought, reap an action; sow an action, 

reap a habit; sow a habit, reap a character; sow a character, reap a destiny.” Where do your 

thoughts and actions lead you? Does your character represent that of your heavenly Father or that 

of the world? 
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