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PRIORITY OF PREACHING 

Tuesday, July 25 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 14 
 

1 Corinthians 14:19  But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others  

than ten thousand words in a tongue...23  So if the whole church comes together and everyone speaks  

in tongues, and inquirers or unbelievers come in, will they not say that you are out of your mind?  

24  But if an unbeliever or an inquirer comes in while everyone is prophesying, they are convicted of  

sin and are brought under judgment by all, 25  as the secrets of their hearts are laid bare. So they will  

fall down and worship God, exclaiming, “God is really among you!” …40  But everything should be done  

in a fitting and orderly way. 

 

On January 20, 1994 at the Toronto Airport Christian Fellowship Church, a Pentecostal pastor 

named Randy Clark gave his testimony of how he would get “drunk” in the Spirit and laugh 

uncontrollably.  In response to this testimony, the congregation erupted in pandemonium with 

people laughing, growling, dancing, shaking, barking like dogs, and even being stuck in 

positions of paralysis.  These experiences were attributed to the Holy Spirit entering people’s 

bodies.  The pastor of the church, John Arnott, referred to it as a big Holy Spirit party.  The 

moniker “Toronto Blessing” was given, and the church was soon in the international spotlight. 
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While this may sound crazy to us, many “Christians” embrace this kind of behavior as the Spirit 

at work.  They ignore Paul’s command 1 Corinthians 14:40 that “everything should be done in a 

fitting and orderly way” in the church.  First, let us be clear that the New Testament gift of 

tongues was always a REAL language spoken by someone in the world.  It was simply a 

language a believer was given the supernatural ability to speak without ever having learned it!  

Like some in the charismatic movement today, the Corinthians were gauging one’s spiritual 

maturity by their use of tongues.  Paul gives some clear guidelines in this passage to show them 

where they were wrong!  Paul states, “I would rather speak five intelligible words…then ten 

thousand words in a tongue!” 

 

For Paul, prophesying (preaching the Word) was much more important.  It is the Word of God 

that would cause “the secrets of their hearts [to be] laid bare” and cause them to “fall down and 

worship God, exclaiming, ‘God is really among you!’” (14:25).  So whether you believe the gift 

of tongues is for today or not, it (like any of the gifts) can be abused when it is used as a gauge of 

spiritual maturity or to “juice up” one’s spiritual life.  It is much better to focus on the clear 

presentation of the gospel and let God’s Word draw people to Him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1
  “What is the Toronto Blessing?” @  https://www.gotquestions.org/Toronto-blessing.html 


