
ZECHARIAH: RIGHTEOUS vs. RELIGIOUS 

Friday, July 24 

Reading: Zechariah 7-8 
 

Zechariah 8:13  Just as you, Judah and Israel, have been a curse among the nations, so I will save you,  

and you will be a blessing. Do not be afraid, but let your hands be strong.”  
 

It had been almost two years since the night of Zechariah’s night visions. The temple 

construction had been resumed and was about halfway done. A delegation of Jewish leaders 

approached the priests with a question about fasting. The Day of Atonement was the only 

national day of fasting prescribed in the Law (Leviticus 23:16-32). But the Jews in exile in 

Babylon had added four new fasts to the religious calendar: (1) in the 10
th

 month to remember 

the start of the Babylonian siege of Jerusalem, (2) in the 4
th

 month to remember when the walls 

of the city were breached, (3) in the 5
th

 month to remember when the temple had been burned, 

and (4) in the 7
th

 month to remember when the Jewish governor Gedaliah had been assassinated 

(Jeremiah 41). With the Jewish people once again in the land and the temple being rebuilt, they 

wondered if they should still keep these fast days (7:1-3). 

 

Zechariah answers them with some questions from the Lord. Were they fasting to honor the Lord 

or for their own selfish reasons? Their fasting (and feasting) was not out of a heart of devotion to 

God, but were merely external religious acts with no substance. They had not learned their lesson 

since the time before the exile (7:4-7). In his second message (7:8-14), the prophet states that 

God expected righteous behavior, not just religious practices. When the earlier generation had 

refused to listen God sent them into exile. The warning to the present Jews was to not fall into 

the same trap. 

 

The people were thinking that the present restoration was the fulfillment of God’s promises. But 

the prophet’s third message (8:1-17) informed them that God’s final acceptance and blessings on 

Israel would be far in the future. In Messiah’s Kingdom, Jerusalem would finally be called “the 

Faithful City” and its citizens would live in peace and prosperity. This future restoration should 

give the returned exiles hope and strength to continue to rebuild in the present (8:9). 

 

Zechariah’s final message (8:18-23) told the people that one day their days of fasting would turn 

into days of feasting. When Messiah reigns, instead of being a curse (8:13), their faith would 

draw people to seek the Lord. Instead of God using the Gentile nations to judge them for their 

disobedience, the nations would now beg to go with the Jewish people because “we have heard 

that God is with you.” 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. God asked if the Jews were really fasting for Him or for themselves. Many people are going 

through the motions of religion. They come to church and follow all the traditions and rules 

but their hearts are still far from God. Like the Jews, they are doing it for themselves and not 

to worship and honor the Lord. When have you experienced religious activity with no heart 

behind it? How did you escape this rut? 

 

2. List out what God is looking for in the lives of His people from the following verses: 

Zechariah 7:9-10; 8:16-17. What do these tell you about how faith is displayed in our lives? 

Twice God encourages His people not to be afraid (8:13, 15). The promise of future blessing 

when Christ returns should bring us comfort and courage for the task He has for us to do 

today (8:9-12). 
 

READ THE NT: Galatians 2 


