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THE LOVE METER 

Monday, July 24 

Reading: 1 Corinthians 13 
 

1 Corinthians 13:8  Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are 

tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9  For we know in part and we 

prophesy in part, 10  but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears. 11  When I was a child,  

I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways  

of childhood behind me. 12  For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to 

face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 13  And now these three 

remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love. 

 

Jerome, the 4
th

 century Church historian, states that the Apostle John when he became old used 

to go among the churches and assemblies, everywhere repeating the words, “Little children, love 

one another.”  His disciples, wearied by the constant repetition, asked him why he always said 

this.  “Because,” he replied, “it is the Lord’s commandment; and if it only be fulfilled, it is 

enough.” 
1 

  John knew that the greatest truth was most apt to be forgotten because it was taken 

for granted. 

 

Though 1 Corinthians 13 is often read on its own, it has a strong connection with the chapters 

that surround it.  The use of spiritual gifts is not to be a passionless exercise.  Love is the driving 

force behind our service and life in general.  Paul reminds us that love gives purpose to our lives 

and service.  Without love anything we do is meaningless.  Love gives substance to our lives.  

Love also gives hope to our lives.  While all other gifts will someday disappear, love never will.  

Love is eternal! 

 

The “completeness” or “perfection” that will make prophecy, knowledge, and tongues cease has 

been interpreted several ways.  Some view it as the completed Word of God.  Others think it is 

the Second Coming of Christ.  I believe it refers to eternity when all believers will see God “face 

to face.”  At that time the gifts of the Spirit will no longer be needed for we will be with the 

Lord.  But love will still be the center of our lives as we worship the Lord forever. 

 

Now we don’t see the big picture!  But in eternity, we will see what God sees and this will 

inspire a greater love for Him than we can possibly understand now.  Love is what makes us the 

most like our Savior!  Love is how the world will know that we are His disciples (John 13:35).  

The reason that so many churches split, that so many believers fight, and there is so much 

conflict among believers is that we refuse to practice love!  If we would but memorize and 

practice the definition of love recorded in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, our churches could focus on the 

real task God has given us – reaching the lost for Christ.  How’s your “love meter?” 
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  from a sermon by Gaither Bailey @ https://www.sermoncentral.com/sermons/if-youre-in-love-show-me-gaither-

bailey-sermon-on-sharing-your-faith-106193# 
 


