
ZECHARIAH: VISIONS OF THE END 

Thursday, July 23 

Reading: Zechariah 5-6 
 

Zechariah 6:12  Tell him this is what the LORD Almighty says: ‘Here is the man whose name is the Branch, 
and he will branch out from his place and build the temple of the LORD. 13  It is he who will build the temple 
of the LORD, and he will be clothed with majesty and will sit and rule on his throne. And he will be a priest on 
his throne. And there will be harmony between the two.’ 

 

The last of Zechariah’s night visions deal with God’s judgment in the last days. In the sixth 

vision (5:1-4), the prophet sees a large scroll (30’x15’) with writing on both sides. It is a “curse 

that is going out over the whole land.” The thief and the one who swears falsely in God’s name is 

probably a summary of the nation’s sins as a whole. God is ultimately going to destroy sin from 

the land. 

 

The seventh vision (5:5-11) pictures a woman in a basket which represented the sin and 

wickedness of the people. The basket with the woman trapped inside is lifted up and taken to 

Babylon by “two women with the wind in their wings.” This vision depicts God’s purging His 

people of their rebellion in the last days. Babylon has always been a symbol of man’s rebellion 

against God (see Genesis 11:1-9). In the last days, the wickedness of the world will be centered 

in a new Babylonian Empire led by Antichrist (see Revelation 17-19). 

 

In the eighth vision (6:1-8), Zechariah sees four chariots charging throughout the earth to bring 

God’s judgment on the nations. These angelic warriors come from “the presence of the Lord.” 

These three visions give us an outline of God’s actions in the last days: Redeemed Israel will be 

empowered (4:1-14), her sin will be removed (5:1-11), and the nations that oppressed her will be 

judged (6:1-8). 

 

The final vision (6:9-15) is the hinge that prepares us for the rest of the book.  The high priest 

Joshua becomes a picture of the coming Messiah. Once again we see the title “the Branch” used 

to refer to Him. It presents Messiah in His role as both King and Priest. When Messiah returns in 

glory, He will establish God’s temple and the Gentile nations will contribute to His glory. The 

crown does not belong to Joshua. It will be put in the temple as a reminder that someday Messiah 

would come. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. The vision of the scroll and the woman in a basket speak of God’s judgment and cleansing. 

While He must judge sin, God would redeem Israel and take away their sin. What 

encouragement does the fact that the Lord is able to bind up evil bring? What particular sin in 

your life do you need God’s help to lock up and carry away? How does the truth that one day 

God will end all wickedness help you live for Him today? 

 

2. The temple that Messiah will build could be taken as literal and spiritual. During the 

Millennial Kingdom Christ will reign from a restored temple. But today, He is building a 

spiritual temple. The New Testament tells us that believers are “the temple of the living God” 

(2 Corinthians 6:16; 1 Corinthians 3:16; Ephesians 2:21). A temple is a place of worship, 

where God is honored and glorified. Does your life honor and glorify God? Do people see 

God’s light shining out of your life? 
 

 

READ THE NT: Galatians 1 


