
PROVERBS 25-29: FINAL DANGERS pt 2 
Saturday, July 23 

Reading: Proverbs 29:25-27 
 

Proverbs 29:25  Fear of man will prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD is kept safe. 
 

The last three dangers discussed in the last three verses of Proverbs 29 bring us back to a focus on the Lord. 

 
DANGER #5: FEAR OF OTHERS (29:25) – The Hebrew word for “fear” in this verse is not the same one used 

for “the fear of the Lord.” The word used in Proverbs 1:7 – “the fear (yirʾāh) of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge” – has the positive sense of reverence and respect because of God’s goodness and protection of His 
people (14:26; 19:23; 22:4).1 The fear of the Lord is something to be sought after (23:17). The “fear (ḥarād̠āh) 

of man” has the negative meaning of trembling or terror. We fear people because we are afraid of what they will 
think or do. We fear human opinion and reprisals more than we fear the Lord. This is a snare for it keeps us 

from doing what God has called us to do. Instead we need to trust in the Lord and find safety. “So that we may 
boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me” (Hebrews 13:6). 

 

“Fear will compel us to lie, keep silent, bow down, give in, or compromise to avoid any unpleasant repercussions or 

retribution… If you truly trust in the Lord, you will not cower at the feet of men. Christ will strengthen you, enabling you to  

stand boldly. When threatened, just call upon Him and do not retreat. Stand firm; refuse to be intimidated by others. Be assu red 

that you are in God’s hands and that He is in control of your life.”
2
 

 

DANGER #6: PRAISE OF OTHERS (29:26) – “It is easy to picture the sycophants and flatterers as they jockey 

for position around the king. Each one seeks to impress so that his petition will be considered in a favorable 
light.”3 They think ‘sucking up’ will get them what they want. While it is not wrong to seek help from others, 
we must remember that it is God alone who dispenses true justice. We should “seek an audience” with the Ruler 

of the Universe first and foremost. While the fear of people can be dangerous, the praise of people can be just as 
deadly. Jesus said, “Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the 

false prophets.” He rebuked the Pharisees of His day because “they loved the praise of men more than the praise 
of God” (John 12:43). We must seek to please God and not public opinion. We must listen to His Word over the 
flattery of the world.  

 
DANGER #7: COMPROMISE (29:27) – The last proverb in this collection warns us against compromise. 

There is an unbridgeable gap between the righteous and the wicked. The word “detest” is a very emotional word 
that means abominable, loathsome, repulsive. The wicked and the righteous abhor each other’s way of life. "If 
you use a crooked stick as your standard, straight appears wrong. If you use a straight stick as your standard, 

crooked appears wrong. The key is to have the right standard by which to evaluate others.”4 We dare not 
compromise with evil. “I keep my eyes always on the LORD. With Him at my right hand, I will not be shaken” 

(Psalm 16:8).  
 

 
 

 

 
1  See also Proverbs 2:5; 9:10;  15:33        
2  The Preacher's Outline & Sermon Bible – Proverbs, 29:25 note 
3  A. J. Higgins. What the Bible Teaches – Proverbs (Ritchie Old Testament Commentary series), p. 341 
4  Higgins, p. 342 

 


