
SAMSON: FAITH & FAILURE 

Friday, July 23 

Reading: Judges 15:18 – 16:3 
 

Judges 15:18  Because he was very thirsty, he cried out to the LORD, “You have given your servant this 
great victory. Must I now die of thirst and fall into the hands of the uncircumcised?” 19  Then God opened up 
the hollow place in Lehi, and water came out of it. When Samson drank, his strength returned and he revived.  

 

Now for the first time we hear Samson crying out to the Lord. Exhausted from his slaughter of 

the Philistines, Samson now feels the weakness of thirst. He has finally come to a place where 

his need could not be satisfied by his own efforts. First, he acknowledges that God had given him 

the victory (a different attitude than his taunt from verse 16). He also acknowledges that he is a 

servant of God. His fear is that he will die of thirst and give the Philistines reason to gloat over 

him.  

 

God answers Samson’s prayer with a miracle. He created a spring of water from the rocks. 

Samson drinks and is refreshed. His prayer, however, seems somewhat self-serving as he almost 

accuses God of not taking care of him! God provides water for Samson and again the place is 

named, not for God who provided, but after Samson who called (En Hakkore = Caller’s Spring). 

 

Judges 15:20 covers about 20 years of Samson’s life with little comment. After this massive 

victory, it seems the Philistines ‘back off’ for a time. The Israelites also saw this victory as God’s 

hand on Samson and now follow his leadership. It appears that the cycles of revenge and 

retaliation come to a close and Samson does what he was called to do for a time. If only 

Samson’s story would end here, it would be much happier.  Unfortunately, Samson’s eyes will 

soon begin to roam again!  

 

Toward the end of his twenty year time as judge, we again find Samson following his lustful 

eyes, this time to the house of a prostitute in Gaza. Surrounded by enemy soldiers during the 

night, Samson miraculously escapes by ripping off the city gates and carrying them away. The 

city gates were a symbol of protection and strength. Their destruction would be a serious blow to 

Philistine pride. Samson escapes, but he would never have been in danger if he was not 

following his carnal desires instead of following the Lord. 

 

In many ways, Samson is a picture of the people of Israel at the time. Just like Israel, the only 

time we hear him cry out to God is when he is in trouble. Some Christians view God as their 

“safety net” – there when they are in need but virtually ignored the rest of the time. God does not 

have a vital influence on much of their life and choices. But the Lord should be our first priority, 

not our last resort. We should build our relationship with God during the calm times so our faith 

will be strong when the storms come.  

 

This chapter is a warning to always be vigilant. After many years of seeming obedience, Samson 

falls into his old sinful pattern and it will lead to his demise. Satan is always looking for ways to 

lead God’s people astray. The Apostle Peter warns us to “be alert…your enemy the devil prowls 

around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the 

faith…” (1 Peter 5:8-9). 
 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 117-118; 2 Corinthians 1 


