
ZECHARIAH: FILTHY CLOTHES & OIL LAMPSTANDS 

Wednesday, July 22 

Reading: Zechariah 3-4 
 

Zechariah 4:6  So he said to me, “This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor  

by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty. 7  “What are you, mighty mountain? Before 

Zerubbabel you will become level ground. Then he will bring out the capstone to shouts of ‘God  

bless it! God bless it!’ ” 
 

Zechariah’s fourth vision (3:1-10) is the focal point of these night visions. The prophet sees the 

high priest Joshua serving before the Angel of the Lord. As high priest, he is representing the 

whole nation of Israel. But instead of his priestly robes, Joshua is dressed in “filthy clothes.” 

This represents the sinfulness of both Joshua and the nation. Satan’s accusation is that Joshua 

and the people of Jerusalem are unworthy. The Angel of the Lord rebukes Satan and states that it 

has nothing to do with worthiness but with God’s sovereign choice. He proceeds with the 

symbolic act of taking off Joshua’s filthy garments and replacing them with “fine garments.” 

This announced that God would take away the sins of His people. God then proclaims that 

obedience is the way of life for those whom He has cleansed (3:7-10). 

 

This cleansing is possible because of the coming Messiah (3:8-10). Messiah is given three names 

in this vision: (1) “SERVANT” - This calls to mind the ‘Servant Songs’ of Isaiah (chapters, 42, 

49, 50, 53) where Messiah is repeatedly called “My Servant.” (2) “BRANCH” – This title was 

used by the prophets as a reminder of God’s promise to David of an eternal kingdom through 

Messiah (Isaiah 4:2, 11:1; Jeremiah 23:5; 33:5). (3) “STONE” – This title reminds us that 

Messiah is the foundation and cornerstone (Isaiah 28:16). The seven eyes picture the perfection 

of Messiah. The New Testament picks up on this title (Romans 9:32-33; 1 Peter 2:6-8). Because 

of Messiah, God would remove the sin of His people and replace it with ultimate blessing. 

 

As the fourth vision was an encouragement to the high priest Joshua, so the fifth vision (4:1-14) 

is encouragement for Governor Zerubbabel.  Zechariah sees two lampstands connected to two 

olive trees to give a never ending supply of oil to keep the light burning. This image is a picture 

of where believers get their power. The constant flow of oil to light the lamps represents the 

Holy Spirit who empowers for service (4:6). No matter the obstacle (“mighty mountains” 4:7) 

God would give Joshua and Zerubbabel the strength to finish His work. 

 

POINTS TO PONDER: 

1. The cleansing of Joshua is a wonderful picture of God’s salvation. We all stand before God 

as sinners. It is God who removes our sin and clothes us in His righteousness. And it is all 

because of the sacrifice of the Messiah – the Lord Jesus. Have you experienced His 

salvation? 

 

2. Satan is still “the accuser of the brethren” (Revelation 12:10). But notice that He is silenced 

by God. He has no power in the face of God’s gracious forgiveness of His people. We are 

forgiven and Satan has no claim on those cleansed by Christ. 

 

3. What is the difference between depending on your own strength and trusting in the power of 

the Spirit? What obstacles do you face in your walk and work for the Lord?  

 

 

READ THE NT: 2 Corinthians 13 


