
PROVERBS 25-29: FINAL DANGERS pt 1 

Friday, July 22 

Reading: Proverbs 29:20-24 
 

Proverbs 29:23  Pride brings a person low, but the lowly in spirit gain honor. 
 

This collection of Solomon’s proverbs concludes by restating many of the principles that have been taught 
throughout the book. These last proverbs present 7 dangers to avoid. 

 
DANGER #1: HASTY WORDS (29:20) – How often do we stick our foot in our mouth because we blurted out 
something without thinking. But this proverb goes beyond the mere slip of the tongue. It is a warning about the 

attitude behind it. They speak this way because they are “wise in their own eyes” (see parallel in 26:12). They 
are worse than the fool! Their rash thoughtless words are used to get what they want. Jesus said, “out of the 

abundance of the heart the mouth speaks” (Matthew 12:34). James 1:19 tells us that “everyone should be quick 
to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry.” 
 

DANGER #2: ANGER (29:22) – The two Hebrew words used in this verse mean ‘flared nostrils’ (“angry”) and 
‘heat’ (“hot-tempered”). This is a person looking for a fight. They are ruled by their emotions which causes 

them to lash out. James 1:20 continues by telling us “human anger does not produce the righteousness that God 
desires.” “No one can ‘make you angry.’ Anger is a choice, but a very costly choice as the current proverb 
teaches. Strife and sin abound from its display.”1 

 
DANGER #3: PRIDE (29:23) – “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall” (Proverbs 16:18). 

Many consider pride to be the root of all other sins – after all, pride is rebellion against God. “He boasts about 
the cravings of his heart; he blesses the greedy and reviles the LORD. In his pride the wicked man does not seek 
Him; in all his thoughts there is no room for God” (Psalm 10:3-4). Pride is what caused Satan’s fall from 

heaven (1 Timothy 3:6). The reasons pride is so dangerous are numerous. “The proud depend on themselves 
and go their own way while the humble depend on God and submit to His moral order…the humble are 

teachable while the proud refuse to learn from their mistakes.”2 When we refuse to humble ourselves we will 
ultimately face humiliation and judgement. “‘God resists the proud but shows favor to the humble. ’ Humble 
yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that He may lift you up in due time” (1 Peter 5:5-6). 

 
DANGER #4: BAD COMPANY (29:24) – This proverb is based on Leviticus 5:1 which states that withholding 

testimony makes you an accomplice to the crime. This person is in double-trouble because he participated in the 
crime and now must stay silent under oath or else he will incriminate himself! He ran with the wrong crowd. 
“Bad company corrupts good character” (1 Corinthians 15:33). This is a warning against associating with the 

wrong crowd. While we should make friends with people in the world, our goal is to influence them for Christ – 
not have them influence us to wrong. Psalm 1:1-2 calls us blessed if we do “not walk in step with the wicked or 

stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers” but have our feet firmly planted in God’s 
Word. 
 

 

 

 

 
1  A. J. Higgins. What the Bible Teaches – Proverbs (Ritchie Old Testament Commentary series), p. 340 
2  David Finkbeiner, “Proverbs,” The Moody Bible Commentary, p. 963 

 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 22 


