
SAMSON: TRAGEDY OF COMPLACENCY 

Thursday, July 22 

Reading: Judges 15:9-17 
 

Judges 15:11  Then three thousand men from Judah went down to the cave in the rock of Etam and said to 

Samson, “Don’t you realize that the Philistines are rulers over us? What have you done to us?” He answered, 

“I merely did to them what they did to me.”  
 

“Complacency is a blight that saps energy, dulls attitudes, and causes a drain on the brain. The 

first symptom is satisfaction with things as they are. The second is rejection of things as they 

might be. ‘Good enough’ becomes today’s watchword and tomorrow’s standard. Complacency 

makes people fear the unknown, mistrust the untried, and abhor the new.” 
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Samson now goes to a high point to see what the Philistines will do next. He probably did not 

want to go home lest his enemies come and try to burn down his home as well. The Philistines 

take out their frustrations of the people of Judah. They come with a considerable army and 

demand the capture of Samson. Instead of siding with Samson against their oppressors, the men 

of Judah agree with the Philistines that Samson is the real troublemaker. They are content with 

being ruled by the Philistines and so they are ready to turn Samson over to his enemies. What 

could have happened if these 3000 men of Judah had joined forces with the other Israelite tribes 

under Samson’s leadership? But as one writer put it, “Samson is both the most powerful of the 

judges physically and the weakest morally. He does more single-handedly that the others, but 

less for the nation as a whole. He is an individualist, but hardly a leader.” 
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Samson agrees to let them tie him up and deliver him to the Philistines. But when he arrives 

amidst shouts of triumph from his enemies, the Spirit of God rushes on him and he breaks his 

bonds. Using a donkey jawbone as a weapon, Samson kills 1000 Philistines. After this vicious 

cycle of revenge, Samson composes a riddle to taunt his enemies.  A riddle where Samson claims 

all the credit for himself! He then proudly renames the place “Jawbone Hill” (Ramath Lehi). This 

great victory could have united the Israelites against the Philistines. But the lack of follow up 

shows the weakness of Samson as a leader and the complacency of the people of Israel. 

 

How many times in church history have we seen a great victory for God wasted by a lack of 

leadership and the contentment of God’s people? When they should have been moving forward, 

they were happy where they were and refused the Spirit’s prompting to go forward in faith. 

 

Are we any different? Are we happy with the status-quo in our churches and in our lives? Do we 

fail to grow in our faith because we are OK with the way things are? Do we allow our enemy to 

“lull us to sleep” when there is a world that needs us to storm the gates of hell with the gospel of 

Christ? Is there some sin that you’ve given up battling because “everyone else is doing it”? As a 

church and as individuals we need to commit to trusting the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives and 

march forward in faith? 
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READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 115-116; 1 Corinthians 16 


