
ZECHARIAH: VISIONS OF HOPE 

Tuesday, July 21 

Reading: Zechariah 1:7 – 2:13 
 

Zechariah 2:8  For this is what the LORD Almighty says: “After the Glorious One has sent me against 

 the nations that have plundered you—for whoever touches you touches the apple of his eye— 
 

The eight visions Zechariah will see (chapters 1-6) all occurred in one night. It was five months 

since the building of the temple had gotten back under way (Haggai 1:15). In the first vision 

(1:7-17) the prophet sees a man riding on a red horse standing among a grove of myrtle trees 

(1:8). Later this ‘man’ is called “the angel of the LORD” (1:11). This is none other than a pre-

incarnate appearance of God the Son. He is seen standing guard over His people, sending out 

judgment on their enemies (1:9-11), and interceding with God the Father for them (1:12-13). The 

people may have been concerned if God was still with them. The presence of the Angel of the 

Lord would assure them that God would comfort and choose them once again. 

 

The second vision (1:18-21) consisted of four horns representing the heathen nations that had 

persecuted and scattered His people. God promised that they would be destroyed (represented by 

the four craftsmen coming to tear down the horns). This ultimate defeat of Israel’s enemies will 

come when Messiah returns in the end times (an event Zechariah will vividly describe at the end 

of his book). 

 

The third vision (2:1-13) presents the measuring of Jerusalem. The “man with the measuring 

line” cannot be one of the angels that are interpreting for Zechariah as they appear in verses 3-4. 

He must be the same One who was among the myrtle trees in the first vision – Messiah Himself. 

He is measuring Jerusalem because it belongs to Him. The description of the city and its people 

refer to the time of the Millennial Kingdom when Messiah shall rule. God promises to be “a wall 

of fire” to protect them and “its glory within” (2:5). Messiah will vanquish all Israel’s enemies 

(2:8-9) and “live among” them and they will be His inheritance. All this should make us be silent 

in awe before the Lord as “He has roused Himself from His holy dwelling” (2:10-13). 

 

POINTS TO PONDER:  

1. In the first vision, the ‘scouts’ on the horses report to the Angel of the Lord that “the whole 

world [is] at rest and in peace” while God’s people are struggling (1:11-12). God’s promise is 

that He will once again show mercy and bless His people (1:13-17). Does it every feel like 

the people of the world are doing well while you are struggling to live for the Lord? This first 

vision gives us two great comforts.  (1) The Lord Jesus knows our hurts and will shower us 

with His mercy. His measuring line is stretched out over us (1:16) for we belong to Him.     

(2) The Lord Jesus is pleading our case before the Father (1:12). He is at the right hand of the 

throne making intercession for us (Romans 8:34, Hebrews 7:25, 1 John 2:1). 

 

2. Israel is described as “the apple of His eye” (2:8). Even after all their rebellion and sin they 

were still precious in His sight. Isn’t it a comfort to know that God does not cast us aside 

when we stray! We are “God’s possession – to the praise of His glory. (Ephesians 1:14).  
 

 
1
  See also Genesis 16 & 22; Judges 1, 6, & 13 for a few other appearances of the Angel of the Lord. 

 

 

READ THE NT: 2 Corinthians 12 


