
REVELATION: SWEET SMELL OF PRAYER 

Sunday, July 21 

Reading: Revelation 8:1-13  
 

Revelation 8:3  Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much  

incense to offer, with the prayers of all God’s people, on the golden altar in front of the throne. 4  The smoke  

of the incense, together with the prayers of God’s people, went up before God from the angel’s hand. 
 

The 7
th

 seal is now broken by Christ and there is silence in heaven. The waves of praise from the 

previous chapters cease as all heaven waits in breathless anticipation for God’s judgment to begin.  

This final seal reveals the Tribulation as a time of God’s wrath. 

 

Trumpets were used to call people together or as a warning call. These trumpet judgments call people to 

turn to God and warn them of final judgment if they refuse to do so. The first four trumpets devastate the 

earth, the waters, and the sun. As people are reeling from this destruction, God sends a warning that the 

worst is yet to come. 

 

But before these judgments begin the prayers of the saints are collected and offered up in worship. The 

angel then takes fire from the altar where these prayers where offered and hurls it to earth. This is a clear 

picture that God’s judgment on the earth is in direct response to the prayers of His people. They had 

cried out “How long before You judge the inhabitants of the earth?” (Revelation 6:10). Now God begins 

to answer that prayer. His judgments are on their behalf. 

 

LESSON ONE: “Silence in Heaven.” All heaven stands in awe of God’s holiness and justice. The Old 

Testament echoes this response. 
 

Habakkuk 2:20  The LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him. 
 

Zechariah 2:13  Be still before the LORD, all mankind, because he has roused himself from his holy dwelling.” 
 

Do we stand in awe before the greatness of our God?  Psalm 46 speaks of times of trouble; of the earth 

giving way, mountains falling into the sea, and roaring waters. In this midst of turmoil, the Psalmist 

speaks of the peace of “the city of God.” He reminds us to, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be 

exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth. The LORD Almighty is with us; the God of 

Jacob is our fortress. (Psalm 46:10-11). Are you resting in God as your “refuge and strength” (Psalm 

46:1)?  

 

LESSON TWO: “The Prayers of God’s People Went Up Before God.” In the Old Testament Temple, a 

censor would be used to carry coals from the brazen alter in the courtyard to the altar of incense in the 

Holy Place. Incense would then be added to the coals on the altar so the smoke and the sweet smell 

would fill the Holy Place. This act pictured the prayers of God’s people being lifted up to God. Here, an 

angel performs this action and “the prayers of the saints ascended before God.” What a wonderful 

picture! The prayers of His people are a sweet smell to the Lord. James 5:16 tells us that “the prayer of a 

righteous person is powerful and effective.” Are you a prayer warrior? Evangelist D. L. Moody was 

right when he said, “He who kneels the most, stands the best.” 
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