
PROVERBS 25-29: RUNNING WILD 

Thursday, July 21 

Reading: Proverbs 29:14-21 
 

Proverbs 29:18  Where there is no revelation, people cast off restraint; but blessed is the one who heeds  

wisdom’s instruction. 
 

“Where there is no vision, the people perish.” This is the familiar translation of Proverbs 29:18. It has often 

been used to support vision statements that give direction. But this verse is clear that the revelation/vision 
referred to is God’s Word (“instruction = law [tôrāh]. Without God’s wisdom people run wild. These verses 

define what that means in three areas of society. 
 
GOVERNMENT (29:14, 16) – We have looked at these verses several time before. Where do rulers learn about 

what is fair and right? “Endow the king with Your justice, O God, the royal son with Your righteousness. May 
he judge Your people in righteousness, Your afflicted ones with justice” (Psalm 72:1-2). Why does sin thrive 

when the wicked are in power? Because they and their followers do not live by God’s Word. Verse 16 is a 
warning to the wicked and an encouragement to the faithful. In times when the wicked seem to prosper, God 
reminds us that their success is only temporary. “Be still before the LORD and wait patiently for Him; do not 

fret when people succeed in their ways, when they carry out their wicked schemes…For those who are evil will 
be destroyed, but those who hope in the LORD will inherit the land” (Psalm 37:7, 9). 

 
HOME (29:15, 17) – One reason our society is in trouble is the idea that children should be allowed to believe 
whatever they want and do whatever they want. And no one – not even their parents – can tell them otherwise. 

So we have a generation that does not know how to live by God’s wisdom. The continuous plea of Proverbs 
(and all of Scripture) is for parents to discipline their children so they will know and follow the right path. 

Values and God’s wisdom must be taught in the home if we want the peace and delight these verses talk about 
in our lives and the lives of our children. 
 

WORK (29:19, 21) – The principles stated here can apply to those who labor in the workforce today. From 
29:19 we learn about guidelines and consequences in the workplace. Even if employees understand what is 

expected of them, if there is no penalty for poor work, many will not perform their duties. Workers should be 
held accountable. Proverbs 29:21 talks about the dangers of indulging a person’s bad tendencies. To do so is to 
encourage those tendencies. This may case the worker to feel entitled to his pay and expect more and more for 

less work if the situation continues. Too many people think the government or someone else should take care of 
them. I’m not talking about those who can’t work or those who sincerely want to work but can’t find a job. I’m 

talking about healthy people who simply refuse to work and instead mooch off others. Don’t be an enabler! 
God’s wisdom teaches us to “mind your own business and work with your hands…so that your daily life may 
win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody” (1 Thessalonians 4:11-12). 

 
We represent our Lord Jesus wherever we are and whatever we do. As the Apostle Paul said, “And whatever 

you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through Him” (Colossians 3:17). 

 

 

 

 
READ THRU THE NEW TESTAMENT: Revelation 21 


