
SAMSON: GETTING REVENGE 

Wednesday, July 21 

Reading: Judges 15:1-8 
 

Judges 15:7  Samson said to them, “Since you’ve acted like this, I swear that I won’t stop until I get  

my revenge on you.” 8  He attacked them viciously and slaughtered many of them. Then he went down 

and stayed in a cave in the rock of Etam. 
 

“Revenge...is like a rolling stone, which, when a man hath forced up a hill, will return upon him 

with a greater violence, and break those bones whose sinews gave it motion.”
1
 Revenge will 

always come back to bite you. It is like a stone that rolls back and crushes the person pushing it. 

Samson never seemed to learn this lesson. 

 

After a ‘cooling off ‘ period, Samson returns for his Philistine wife only to find that she has been 

married to someone else. After her betrayal, it was felt that Samson did not want her anymore. (It 

didn’t help that Samson called her “my heifer.” – (14:18). Its’ never good to call your wife a 

cow). Her father now offers Samson his younger “more attractive” daughter but he refuses and 

storms off to plan his revenge. 

 

This is not an act of passion because of his anger at that moment. This is premeditated revenge. It 

took time to catch 300 foxes (or jackals). It took thought to use them to destroy the Philistine’s 

crops. Samson’s revenge was not just on the father of his bride but on all the Philistines. It was 

out of proportion with the offense as the Philistines’ three main crops were wiped out for that 

year. Samson obviously wanted to cause as much destruction and mayhem as possible. 

 

In retaliation, the Philistines burn down the house of Samson’s father-in-law and his would-be-

wife with them in it! Interestingly, this is what they had threatened to do if Samson’s bride did 

not get the answer to his riddle (14:15). Samson’s response to this murder is to slaughter a host of 

the offending Philistines. Samson’s vengeful attitude comes out in two statements: “I have a 

right to get even with the Philistines…I swear I won’t stop until I get my revenge on you” (15:3, 7). 

 

Both Samson and the Philistines excused their actions by saying “I merely did to them what they 

did to me” (15:10-11). This excuse is a favorite for justifying acts of revenge or “getting even.” 

What did Jesus say should be our response to those who hate and mistreat us (see Luke 6:27-31)? 

 

How can you apply the following verses to your life? 
 

Romans 12:17  Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. 18  If 

it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19  Do not take revenge, my friends, but 

leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: "It is mine to avenge; I will repay," says the Lord. 20  On the 

contrary: "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will 

heap burning coals on his head." 21  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
 

 

 
1
 Jeremy Taylor quoted @ https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/jeremy_taylor_118605 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THRU THE BIBLE: Psalms 112-114; 1 Corinthians 15 


