
ZECHARIAH: VISIONS OF MESSIAH 

Monday, July 20 

Reading: Zechariah 1:1-6 
 

Zechariah 1:2  “The LORD was very angry with your ancestors. 3  Therefore tell the people: This is what  

the LORD Almighty says: ‘Return to me,’ declares the LORD Almighty, ‘and I will return to you,’ says the 

LORD Almighty. 
 

After 70 years of captivity in Babylon, the Jews were allowed to return home to Jerusalem (538 

BC). Under the leadership of Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua the high priest, their first task 

was to rebuild the temple. The foundation was laid with much rejoicing but then opposition arose 

and the work was stopped for 15 years. In 520 BC, God sent the prophets Haggai and Zechariah 

to encourage the people to resume construction on the temple (Ezra 5:1). The 4
th

 century bishop 

Jerome called Zechariah’s book “the most obscure of books.” The prophet records a series of 

unusual visions that focus on God’s coming kingdom and the Messiah who would bring it about. 

The book of Zechariah is quoted or alluded to over 70 times in the New Testament. 

 

AUTHOR: Zechariah was born into a priestly family in Babylon (Nehemiah 12:1, 16). He was 

still a young man when he began his prophetic ministry (Zechariah 2:4) but it continued for 

many years. The first eight chapters were written during the early part of his life while chapters 

9-14 were probably written much later.  

 

OUTLINE OF ZECHARIAH 

(1)  The Night Visions      Zechariah 1:1 – 6:8 

 Introduction: Call to Repentance (1:1-6) 

 First Set of Visions  (1:7 – 2:13) 

 Hinge: The Messianic Priest  (3:1-10) 

 Second Set of Visions (4:1 – 6:8) 

 (2)  Central Hinge: Messiah as Priest & King  Zechariah 6:9-15 

 (3)  Prophecies of Messiah     Zechariah 7:1 – 14:21 

 Introduction: Call to Righteousness (7:1 – 8:23) 

 Coming of Messiah (9:1 – 10:12) 

 Hinge: Rejection of Messiah (11:1-17) 

 Restoration by Messiah (12:1 – 14:21) 

 

The name Zechariah means “The LORD remembers.” This name is fitting for a prophet who 

whose message was telling the people that God had not forgotten them. Zechariah begins his 

book with a call to repentance (1:1-6). The Babylonian captivity that had so recently ended was a 

result of the Jews’ disobedience to God. In exile, they finally understood their guilt and God 

restored them to the land of Israel. However, the current generation was starting down a similar 

path. God’s call is for them to learn from the past and turn back to God in the present. The 

spiritual blessings of God cannot flow until His people have a genuine and whole-hearted return 

to God’s will and ways. This opening call to repentance is the basis for all the future blessings 

the Messiah would bring. Are you seeking God’s spiritual blessing on your life? Is there any sin 

standing in the way?  
 

 

 

 

READ THE NT: 2 Corinthians 11 


